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Mr  C.  S.  SCOTT,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Messrs  McTURK  & KEITH,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Small  Burgh  Authorities 

G.  BEE,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
W.  C.  NEIL,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
M.  RING,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Mrs  E.  WANLESS,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  C.  L.  ROBSON,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  ELIZABETH  C.  BRUNTON,  Junior  Clerkess. 

Miss  S.  TFLFER,  Junior  Clerkess. 
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TO  1 HE  SCOTTISH  HOME  AND  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  AND  THE 
CONVENER  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 

ROXBURGH 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1961. 


The  Census  of  1961  showed  that  the  population  of  the  County  fell  by  2,386 
persons  since  the  1951  Census.  The  estimated  population  at  mid-June,  1961, 
reveals  that  the  decline  in  population  continues.  The  estimated  population  in 
mid-June  was  42,691,  a fall  of  480  persons  from  the  Census  figures.  The  loss  was 
greatest  in  the  landward  area — 250  persons. 

The  birth  rate  was  15  4 per  1,000  of  the  population,  a rise  from  last  year’s  figure 
of  15.  The  figure  for  Scotland  as  a whole  was  19-5.  Deaths  totalled  679,  giving  a 
rate  of  12-8  per  1.000  of  the  population;  the  rate  for  Scotland  was  12-3.  Heart 
and  circulatory  diseases  accounted  for  62-4%  of  all  deaths  and  cancer  for  16-9%. 
The  latter  was  the  highest  figure  for  cause  of  death  other  than  heart  and  circula- 
tory diseases.  There  were  115  deaths  from  cancer,  21  being  from  cancer  of  the 
lung:  48%  of  all  deaths  from  cancer  were  under  the  age  of  65. 

Other  significant  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  very  young  (18)  and 
bronchitis  (15).  The  former  group  comprised  congenital  malformations  (10), 
diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  (5),  birth  injuries,  etc.  (2),  and  diarrhoea  (1). 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  27  per  1.000  live  births  (26  last  year), 
the  rate  for  Scotland  being  26. 

VVniprnii v anil  Child  Welfare 


Statistics 


years: 


National  Dried 
Milk 
Tins 


Cod  Liver  Oil 


Orange  Juice  Vitamin  Tablets 


Bottles 


Bottles 


Packets 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 


20,264 

15,722 

14,656 

10,537 

8,574 


3,980 

2,776 

2,869 

2,587 

1,786 


24,476 

17,255 

18,071 

16,785 

10,345 


1,539 
1 ,293 
1,491 
1,389 
1 ,003 
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1 am  again  greatly  indebted  to  those  voluntary  workers  who  faithfully  undertake 
the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods;  without  their  valued  help  our  task  would  be 
much  more  difficult. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

54%  of  the  children  born  in  1961  had  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  This  figure  can  be  considered  reasonably  satisfactory  when  one 
considers  that  the  vaccination  and  immunisation  schedules  place  emphasis  on  early 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  and  whooping  cough,  vaccination  against  smallpox 
being  done  later. 

517  children  were  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus 
and  262  received  a booster  vaccination  against  these  diseases. 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all  children  aged  13  + . Th£ 
following  table  shows  the  numbers  vaccinated: 


Tubercul 

in  Tested 

Positive  Reactors 

Negative  Reactors 

Vaccinated 
During  1961 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

333 

348 

59 

65 

274 

273 

274 

273 

By  the  end  of  the  year  3,663  persons  had  received  four  vaccinations  against 
poliomyelitis,  12,602  three  vaccinations  and  1,585  two  vaccinations;  85%  of  all 
persons  under  18  had  been  protected  against  poliomyelitis. 


Infectious  Disease 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  very  small,  the  only  case  of 
note  being  one  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis,  a boy  aged  six  who  was  not  vaccinated 
against  the  disease.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  non- 
pu  monary,  continued  low.  Only  4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year  one 

tPubercuk'Lan  thrCe  non'pulmonary-  There  was  one  death  from  respiratory 


Care  and  After-Care 

The  number  of  home  helps  employed  rose  from  66  to  73  and  91%  of  their 
services  were  given  to  chronic  sick  and  aged  and  infirm  persons.  The  occupancy 
rate  of  our  Old  Peoples  Homes  remained  high  and  the  opening  of  the  Jedbureh 
Home  early  ,n  1962  will  fill  an  urgent  need  in  that  area.  When  ft  is  completed  we 

ol  LnhrH.Pr°Vld,ed,  88  redS  °Id  peoPle-  including  the  15  beds  w/ have  in 
0 en  s House,  Kelso.  In  addition,  we  have  access  to  accommodation  at  Weens 
House,  Bonchester  Bridge,  and  St  Margaret's  Home,  Hawick;  at  the  end  of  the 

01HWpindl  ’ wS'ffentS  J?  WeenS  Ho“se  and  20  in  St  Margaret's  Home. 

Bu?ehsP  fare  Pommittees  *\ave  continued  their  activities  in  the  four 

Burghs.  Chiropody  services  continued  to  run  smoothly  and.  in  addition  to  the 
service  provided  in  Local  Authority  Clinics,  a chiropody  service  was  available  to 
residents  in  all  our  Eventide  Homes.  “ a%auaDle  to 

I would  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee 
or  their  interest  and  support  throughout  the  year.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  all 
branches  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyal  servfiS  and  help:  I would 
also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  1 have  received  from  my  fellow  officials  the 

TmZISST™  °f  tllC  C0Unty  and  the  officia,s  of  lhe  BotieS  HosSBoa^d 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  McCOUBREY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


16,973 

16,028 

3,628 

3,929 

2,133 

25,718 


42,691 

Births 


The  births  corrected  for  transfers  were: 


Landward 

Total 

255 

Male 

133 

Female 

122 

Illegitimate 

14 

Burghs — 
Hawick 

254 

132 

122 

8 

Jedburgh 

64 

30 

34 

1 

Kelso 

67 

32 

35 

3 

Melrose 

16 

6 

10 

2 

656 

333 

323 

28 

The  birth  rate  of  15  4 is  0-4  higher  than  the  figure  recorded  in  1960. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  4 3%  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  still-births  was  19,  giving  a rate  of  28  per  1,000  total  births 
(including  still-births). 


Population 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1961: 

Landward  

Burghs — 

Hawick  

Jedburgh 

Kelso  

Melrose  


Marriages 

303  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  71 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers  was  679,  ol  which  317  were  of 
men  and  362  of  women.  The  death  rate  was  15' 9.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  12-3. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age  groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the  table  on  pages 
12  and  13. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  numbers  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less  than  one  year  was  18  and  of  this 
number  13  were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  27 
per  1,000  live  births. 
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The  numbers,  causes  and  age  groups  of  infantile  deaths  are  contained  in  the 
following  table: 


No. 

of 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

Age  Groups 

Under  4 
weeks 

4 weeks- 
1 year 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

Pneumonia  (except  of  new-born) 

3 

— 

3 

4-57 



3 

Congenital  malformations 
Birth  injuries,  post  natal  as- 

8 

5 

3 

12-19 

6 

2 

phyxia  and  atelectasis 
Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 
nfancy  and  immaturity  un- 

2 

2 

3 05 

2 

qualified  

5 

4 

1 

7-61 

5 

— 

Totals  

18 

11 

7 

13 

5 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Births  . 

27 

19-81 

7-61 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND) 

ACT,  1947 

J.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service: 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics: 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Hawick  (weekly),  Kelso,  Jedburgh  and  Melrose 
(fortnightly),  and  Newtown  and  St  Boswells  (monthly).  Attendances  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 
at  end 
of  year 

(2) 

No.  of  children 
attending  the  clinics 
during  year  and  who 
on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  this 
year  were:- — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by 
children  who  at  time 
of  attendance 
were : — 

0) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 
(3) 

Over  I 
year  of 
age 
(4) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 
(5) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 
(6) 

Local  Health  Authority 
Clinics  

6 

407 

131 

3550 

798 

Clinics  provided  by  Vol- 
untary Organisations... 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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(3)  Nurseries  provided  by  Manufacturers: 

The  following  table  shows  statistics  relating  to  Nurseries  privately  provided  in 


State 

whether 

approved 

for 

training 

(2) 

No.  of 
approved 
places 

No.  of 
children  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 

Average 

daily 

attendances 
during  year 

Waiting 
Lists 
at  end 
of  year 

(1) 

0-2 

(3) 

2-5 

(4) 

0-2 

(5) 

2-5 

(6) 

0-2 

(7) 

2-5 

(8) 

0-2 

(9) 

2-5 

(10) 

Robert  Noble  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Glebe 
Mills,  Hawick... 

No 

4 

12 

9 

33 

9 

24 

2 

2 

2.  Midwifery 


Cases  dealt  with 

under  Section  23  (2) 

Other 

of  the  National 

domiciliary 

Health  Service 

cases 

(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

*0 
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ithout  doctor 
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11  other  cases 
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Q % 8 

Q g 3 

25 

Q * 

2 5 5 

5 

< 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 

Authority  (including  those 
engaged  on  a fee-per-case 
basis)  

39 

36 



— 

75 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 

Voluntary  Organisations 
under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 



— 

— 

— 

c)  Midwives  employed  by 

Hospital  Boards  of  Man- 
agement under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Author- 
ity with  the  Regional  Hos- 

pital  Board 

— 

— 



? 

(d)  Private  practising  midwives 

— 

— 

— “ 

2 

(e)  Other  cases  not  classified 

above  

— 

— 

(f)  Totals  

39 

36 

— 

2 

— 

— 



77 
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(1)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births)  occurring  in  the  area  during 
the  year — before  correction  for  mother’s  residence 


(2)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  in  institutions  and  private  mater- 
nity homes  


(3)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  at  home 

(4)  Number  of  births  in  (3)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth: 

(5)  Medical  Aid: 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife: 


For  domiciliary  cases  .... 
For  institutional  cases  .... 


(6)  Administration  of  Analgesics : 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified  to  ad- 

minister gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  

(/)  Number  in  (a)  employed  on  local  health  authority  work 

(ii)  Number  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local  health  work  .... 

(b)  Number  of  domiciliary  mid  wives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and 

air  in  use  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1961  

(/)  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  employ- 
ed on  local  health  authority  work  (including  those  in 
use  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases)  

(ii)  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  not  em- 
ployed on  local  health  authority  work 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December,  1961  

(<?)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by 
midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases) : 

(/)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 

(/)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases): 

(/)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 


(7)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  Midwives  at  31st  December,  1961 
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J.  Health  Visiting 


The  Health  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  carrying  out  com- 
bined duties  in  their  respective  areas.  1 he  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting 
during  the  year:  6 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (or  by  District  Nurses 
in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitors)  during  the  year  to 


(1) 

Exp 

Me 

ectant 

jthers 

★ 

Ch 

u 

1 

ildren 

nder 

yr. 

Children 
between 
1 and  5 

Tuber- 

culosis 

cases 

Other 

cases 

Total 

visits 

paid 

No. 

Vis. 

(2) 

Total 

Vis. 

(3) 

No. 

Vis. 

(4) 

Total 

Vis. 

(5) 

No. 

Vis. 

(6) 

Total 

Vis. 

(7) 

No. 

Vis. 

(8) 

Total 

Vis. 

(9) 

No. 

Vis. 

(10) 

Total 

Vis. 

(ID 

(12) 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
the  Author- 
ity   

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 

— 

— 

1314 

5025 

1401 

4972 

47 

550 

— 

— 

10,547 

•These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife-health  visitor  who  attended  the  confine- 
ment as  a midwife  or  maternity  nurse. 


4.  Home  Nursing 

This  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year  by  the  District  Nursing 
Sisters. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  District  nursing  sisters  1,660 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  35,47 1 


5.  Domestic  Help 

The  scheme  functions  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdiction  of  t he  Chief  Welfare  Officer 
in  conjunction  with  the  Nursing  Superintendent.  The  following  figures  relate  to  the 
working  of  the  Scheme  during  the  year: 

(/)  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  73 

(a)  Whole-time  ^ 

(b)  Part-time  71 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  

(//)  Number  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  the  year  I3K 

(///)  Number  of  cases  in  (//)  provided  on  account  of  confinement. 

(a)  At  home  “ 

( b ) In  hospital  . — ; " 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  (//)  provided  on  account  of  chronic  sick,  including  aged 

and  infirm  

(v)  Miscellaneous  cases  — Short  term  illness  and  care  or  young  children  1 1 
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6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing  Services 


Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Services: 


Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 
including 
District 
Nursing 
Assocs. 

No.  holding 
Health 
Visitor 
Certificate 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Nurses  and  Midwives  on  combined 
duties  in  the  Midwifery,  Home  Nurs- 
ing and  Health  Visiting  Services  em- 
ployed in  the  following  categories: — 
Superintendent  (or  Chief)  Nursing 

Officers  

Nurses  and  Midwives  employed  on:— 
Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and 
Home  Nursing  Duties  

1 — 

18  — 

_ — 

1 

6 

Total  .... 

19  — 

— — 

7 

7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners.  The  table  on  page  16 
shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  by  my 
Assistants  as  well  as  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  in  rural  areas.  During  the  year  540 
pre-school  children  were  immunised  and  401  maintenance  doses  were  given. 


8.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 
Tuberculosis 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year 
464  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Co-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  has  been  maintained  with  regard 
to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  domiciliary  nursing 
visits  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

A grant  of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at  home  who  were 
certified  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  6 
persons  were  receiving  free  milk. 

The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to 
applications  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  those  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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9.  Infectious  Disease 

48  notifications  of  infectious  disease(excluding  tuberculosis)  were  received  durine 
the  year,  of  which  4 cases  were  removed  to  hospital  as  follows-  rece,vccl  dunnS 


Cerebro-Spina'  Fever 

Erysipelas  

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) 
Poliomyelitis,  Acute  (Paralytic) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Para-typhoid  B 
Whooping  Cough 


Notified 

1 

3 

I 

10 

4 
1 

I 

18 

I 

8 


Removed 
to  Hospital 


48 


10.  Mental  Health 

Efforts  have  continued  to  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  number  of  cases  of  mentally 
handicapped  persons  in  the  County.  So  far  as  is  known,  there  are  177  mentally  handi- 
capped persons  belonging  to  the  County,  of  whom  38  are  school  and  pre-school  children. 
There  are  7 mongol  children  in  the  latter  groups. 

? Clinical  Sessions  were  conducted  by  Dr  Bailey,  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  at  which 
13  children  were  examined. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Educational  Psychologists  in  all  problems 
affecting  the  mental  well-being  of  school  pupils. 


II.  Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Pre-School  Children 


139  pre-school  children  were  examined  by 
in  the  County.  The  figures  are  as  follows: 

Hawick  

Jedburgh  

Kelso  

Melrose  

Morebattle  

Newcastleton  

Newtown  

St  Boswells 


the  visiting  Consultant  Surgeon  at  centres 

40 

32 

35 

5 

4 

3 

4 

16 


Hospital  Treatment — Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  fairmilehead. 

Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  I /I /6 1 

Number  of  admissions  to  hospital  

Number  of  discharges  from  hospital  ....  

Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  31/12/61  


Edinbu  rgh: 
Nil 
I 
I 

Nil 


Classification  of  Hospital  Cases: 

Investigation  

The  number  or  patient  days  was  64. 
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WELFARE 

Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 
Year  to  31st  December,  1961 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  21 — Residential  Accommodation 

During  the  year  62  applications  were  recorded  under  this  heading.  Of  that 
number 

7 were  admitted  to  Deanfield,  Hawick; 

7 were  admitted  to  Grove  House,  Kelso; 

11  were  admitted  to  Romany  House,  Yetholm; 

8 were  admitted  to  Voluntary  Homes; 

2 were  admitted  to  Other  Local  Authority  Homes; 

2 to  hospital  (being  properly  medical  cases); 

3 were  granted  hostel  accommodation,  being  homeless; 

6 were  applications  from  families  under  notice  to  quit; 

5 applications  were  subsequently  withdrawn,  for  varying  reasons,  and 

12  are  applications  in  hand  (mainly  for  Milfield). 

The  number  of  old  people  in  eventide  accommodation  for  whom  this  County  is 
responsible  fell  to  100,  as  compared  with  103  in  1960.  5 were  chargeable  to  Other 
Authorities.  See  Appendix  for  Analysis  of  the  number  so  accommodated. 


The  various  Homes  in  which  the  elderly  are  accommodated  are  as  follows: 


Deanfield  Home,  Hawick 

M 

8 

F. 

11 

Roxburgh  C.C. 

Grove  House,  Kelso  

16 

— 

do. 

Romany  House,  Yetholm  

— 

16 

do. 

Weens  House,  Bonchester  Bridge 

10 

5 

Voluntary  Home 

St.  Margaret’s  Home,  Hawick 

Queen’s  House,  Kelso  

— 

20 

do. 

1 

2 

do. 

Quarriers’,  Bridge  of  Weir,  Epileptic  Colony 

— 

1 

do. 

Castleview,  Edinburgh  (Deaf  and  Dumb  Soc.) 

1 

1 

do. 

Poplars,  Aberlady  (Grassmarket  Mission) 

1 

— 

do. 

Netherby  Home,  Galashiels  (Church  of  Scotland) 

— 

1 

do. 

Crookston  Home,  Glasgow 

— 

1 

Glasgow  Corporation 

Glenlockhart,  Edinburgh 

1 

1 

Edinburgh  Corporation 

Eildon  View,  Galashiels 

2 

1 

Selkirk  C.C. 

40 

60 

Though  the  number  of  elderly  persons  in  eventide  accommodation  receded 
slightly,  the  drop  is  not  significant.  In  actual  fact  there  were,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  eight  persons  awaiting  admission  to  the  Jedburgh  Home  and  four  awaiting 
admission  to  other  Homes  in  the  County.  Admissions  over  the  year  were  fewer 
(35  against  44),  probably  because  most  Homes  have  their  complement  of  residents, 
and  the  rate  of  admission  therefore  tends  to  drop.  There  were  also  fewer  applica- 
tions for  Voluntary  Homes  (that  is,  for  assistance  in  the  matter  of  supplementation 
of  board).  The  number  in  Voluntary  Homes,  for  whom  the  County  is  responsible, 
fell  by  4,  probably  in  ratio  to  the  drop  in  admissions. 

All  Homes  belonging  to  the  County  were  utilised  to  the  full.  There  were  rarely 
empty  beds,  unless  the  residents  were  temporarily  in  hospital,  or  on  holiday. 
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It  was  disappointing  that  the  opening  of  the  Milfield  Home.  Jedburgh,  did  not 
materialise  in  1961;  although  that  event  will  certainly  take  place  in  early  January, 
1962.  The  new  Home  will  cater  for  23  residents.  Mr  and  Mrs  McLeod.  Melrose! 
were  appointed  Governor  and  Matron  respectively  and  commenced  their  duties  in 
August. 

The  Milfield  Home  has  been  delightfully  furnished  and  holds  rich  promise  as  a 
congenial  Home  for  the  people  of  Jedburgh  and  district. 

As  can  be  seen  from  a study  of  the  table  below,  the  Voluntary  Homes,  including 
Weens  House,  Queen’s  House  and  St  Margaret’s,  continue  to  give  a substantial 
contribution  towards  meeting  the  residential  needs  of  elderly:  roughly  43  , of  the 
total  number  being  provided  for  under  Part  III  provisions. 

With  the  addition  of  the  Milfield  Home,  it  is  likely  that  the  optimum  number  of 
beds  in  the  County  (for  residents  under  Part  III  provisions)  will  be  reached  (taking 
into  account  the  substantial  contribution  from  the  Voluntary  Homes)  unless  the 
number  of  old  people  in  the  community  continues  the  upward  trend.  Paradoxically 
it  is  a noticeable  fact,  however,  that  new  Homes  do  generate  a demand  for  accom- 
modation. 

Though  the  problem  is  not  an  acute  one,  there  is  difficulty  in  placing  women  who 
are  regarded  as  unsuitable  for  admission  to  the  ordinary  type  home  in  the 
County,  and  also  the  frail  ambulant  person  who  requires  a lot  of  care  and  atten- 
. n a i aSt  C0"n£f10n>  every  effort  is  made  to  co-operate  with  the  Hospital 
board  in  dealing  with  hospital  patients  recommended  for  admission  to  residential 
care. 

rl, were  f°j r elderuly  Persons  granted  short-stay  accommodation  in  the 
Council  s Homes  during  the  summer,  to  allow  relatives  a holiday  “ break." 

Convalescent  Homes 

AuUt!lonty  no  Homes  of  this  description  or  arrangements  with  Voluntary 
"rfK  but  symPathetic  consideration  is  given  to  all  applications  of  this  nature, 
w pnbVtifUtRnf' Pif°iP  e m touci}  Wlth  Voluntary  Homes  run  by  the  Co-operative 

stam/nrv^r  B[lt’*h  Legl0n  or  Red  Cross,  or  by  obtaining  financial  help  (from 
statutory  or  voluntary  sources)  towards  that  end. 

Section  17 — Reception  Centres 

n°wRno,  Reception  Centres  in  the  Council’s  area,  and  with  the  closure 
i \ ° Baker  Stre£ff’  Hawick,  the  last  of  the  common  lodging  houses  in 

the  County  has  disappeared  too.  With  the  closure  of  the  Earlston  "Shelter  the 
nearest  Reception  Centre  for  vagrants  is  at  Peebles.  cmeuer  tne 

str^'Jaimni^hp1!-^0^  Pf  ma?,y  Reception  Centres,  the  accommodation  of 
offiy  vagrants  becomes  a local  problem,  often  involving  the  Police  the  Welfare 
Officer  and  he  National  Assistance  Board’s  Officer,  and  often  w.th  no  ven  sans 
factory  results.  Fortunately  the  number  of  wayfarers  is  declining 
ma^e  ^ Vagrant  class’  Part  111  Accommodation  was  provided  for  one  elderly 

The  problem  of  the  wayfarer  who  is  old,  crippled  or  exhausted  is  still  difficult 
and  may  arise  at  a period  when  no  accommodation  is  available. 

Sectf°n  21(b) — Temporary  Accommodation 

I here  were  no  instances  of  fire  or  flood  emergencies,  but  six  families  were  faced 
moSatTon  f°r  °ne  reaS°"  °r  an01her:  a"  *****  « tad  SETS? 

One  epileptic  young  woman  was  returned  to  Glasgow:  two  married  women  and 
children  were  admitted  to  Martin  House,  Edinburgh,  as  a temporary  ref.rae  and 
one  elderly  couple  were  helped  to  find  private  accommodation. 

29— Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 
(a)  Blind  Persons 

Under  agency  arrangements  the  Edinburgh  and  South-East  Scotland  Society  for 

Marts 

is 


the  Charles  field  factory  at  St  Boswells,  but  he  has  now  proved  himself  a success 
at  hank  bundling  the  final  process  before  the  wool  is  despatched  from  the 
spinning  mill  for  dyeing.  Thus  there  opens  a prospect  of  mill  work  for  other 
blind  workers. 

Wireless  sets,  aerials  and  batteries  continue  to  be  supplied  as  required. 
Radio  reception  in  the  Borders  is,  of  course,  not  good,  and  transistor  battery 
sets  of  the  type  at  first  issued  were  not  very  satisfactory  in  this  area;  however, 
new  transistor  sets  adapted  to  Border  conditions  have  been  manufactured  and 
are  in  course  of  issue. 

“ Two  blind  persons  made  application  for  talking  books  during  the  year. 
They  were  unable  to  read  script  or  Braille  and  are  awaiting  their  book  machines 
with  pleasure  at  the  prospect.  Many  who  already  have  talking  book  machines 
are  looking  forward  to  having  these  exchanged  for  the  new  tape-playing  models. 

“ Moon  Reading  and  various  crafts  were  taught  during  the  year.  Craft 
materials  were  supplied  and  help  was  given  in  the  choice  of  library  books. 
Wherever  possible,  assistance  was  given  in  problems  affecting  the  general  well- 


being  of  blind  persons  in  the  district.” 
Number  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register 

72(27  M.45F.) 

Number  of  persons  employed  in  workshops  for  the 

blind 

3 (2  M.  1 F.) 

Number  of  approved  Home  Workers 

1 M. 

Number  engaged  in  open  employment  .... 

3 M. 

Age  Groups 

M. 

F. 

2-  4 years  ....  

- 

1 

5-15  years  

1 

1 

30  - 39  years 

1 

- 

40  - 49  years  

3 

2 

50  - 59  years 

4 

3 

60  - 64  years  

2 

2 

65  - 69  years 

5 

3 

70  - 79  years 

3 

13 

80  - 84  years 

4 

6 

85  - 89  years 

2 

10 

90  years  and  over  ....  

2 

4 

27 

45 

Number  of  partially  sighted  persons  on  Roll 

8 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  age  groups,  there  are  few  blind  persons  capable 

of  recreational  training  and  instruction  in  reading. 

The  Society  has  two  blind  people  from  Roxburghshire  in  its  Eventide  Home  at 
Castleview,  Edinburgh.  , _ 

When  blind  persons  are  discovered  by  the  Authority  s Welfare  Officers,  the 
National  Assistance  Board,  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  doctors  and  social  workers, 
the  cases  are  reported  to  the  Society  for  investigation  and,  if  necessary,  inclusion 
in  the  Blind  Welfare  Scheme. 


(h)  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society  continued,  under  agency  arrangements 

with  the  Council,  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons.  . 

There  were  22  people  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1961:  two  died  during  the 
year  (6  M.  16  F.).  Of  these,  11  are  are  in  full  employment  (2  in  business):  2 are 
young  married  housewives,  with  children:  1 woman  keeps  her  own  home,  and 
are  retired.  Again  the  older  people  predominate.  ... 

All  deaf  and  dumb  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  year.  1 here  were 
monthly  socials  held  at  Hawick  and  Galashiels  alternately  during  the  winter  (trans- 
port being  provided);  religious  services;  provision  of  hearing  aids;  instruction  and 
advice  on  problems.  Christmas  parcels  were  distributed  to  nine  o £ P«°P  e ; . ™c 
Society  has  a Border  Re-Union  every  year,  with  tea,  games  and  dancing,  always 
highly  successful.  The  Society  has  its  own  lady  visitor.  , 

The  number  of  partially  deaf  is  undetermined^  The  total  deaf  and  dumb  persons 
registered  is  undoubtedly  low.  There  must  be  many  more  persons,  especially 
amongst  the  elderly,  suffering  from  deafness  and  defective  hearing  who  are  as  yet 
unknown  to  the  Society. 
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Cases  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority’s  Welfare  Officers  are  reported  to 
the  Society  for  investigation. 

(c)  The  Crippled,  Home-bound  and  otherwise  Disabled 

Unfortunately,  in  May,  1961,  the  Council’s  part-time  Occupational  Therapist  fell 
ill,  and  her  visitation  and  instruction  of  disabled  in  the  Hawick  area  was  not 
resumed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Her  activities  generally  extended  to  approxi- 
mately six  people  who  were  substantially  handicapped.  Most  were  able  to  continue 
their  recreational  hobbies  without  much  supervision.  One  man,  a rugmaker.  died 
during  the  year,  while  the  man  who  was  granted  a printing  machine  did  not  make 
the  progress  hoped  for.  This  Home  Service  Scheme  has  wide  possibilities  and 
could  be  enlarged  and  extended  over  the  County  if  a full-time  Occupational 
Therapist  or  Instructor  in  Handicrafts  were  appointed.  This  would  undoubtedly] 
represent  a real  approach  to  the  problem  of  the  disabled  home-bound  person.  At  I 
the  moment  only  notified  cases  coming  to  the  Welfare  Officers'  attention  are  being  i 
dealt  with. 

During  the  year  additional  people  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Welfare  Officer. 
All  were  visited  and  services  varied  from  the  purely  advisory  to  the  procuring  of 
assistance  from  local  or  central  Government  Departments  or  from  voluntary 
bodies,  e.g.,  national  assistance,  housing  employment  or  medical  appliances.  Two 
seat  aids  (toilet)  and  one  invalid  chair  were  issued  to  elderly  people,  and  surgical 
boots  in  another  instance.  One  housing  application  was  successful.  In  the  case 
of  one  disabled  ex-Serviceman,  his  debt  position  was  materially  relieved.  One 
epileptic  young  man  was  placed  on  the  waiting-list  for  the  Epileptic  Colony  1 
Bridge  of  Weir. 

The  young  man  in  the  Red  Cross  House,  Largs,  is  responding  well  to  treatment 
and  showing  good  progress  in  his  work. 

Notifications  of  severely  disabled  are  being  received  in  increasing  numbers  from 
the  National  Assistance  Board,  Ministry'  of  Labour,  doctors,  nurses  and  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Committees.  Gradually  a Register  is  being  compiled  Many  of 
course,  are  elderly  who  already  receive  the  benefit  of  Home  Help  Services. 

The  actual  number  of  substantially  handicapped  remains  problematical,  but  it  is 
certain  that  the  number  is  considerable.  Certainly  among  the  older  age  groups 
where  the  evidence  of  injury,  crippling  disease  and  other  ailments  is  heaviest,  the 
essential  need  of  house-aids  and  simple  gadgets,  to  ease  their  lot.  is  very  evident 
There  is  also  a respectable  number  of  defectives,  adults  and  children,  constituting 
a separate  problem,  especially  where  instruction  is  required  or  residential  accom- 
modation or  training  in  an  occupational  centre.  However,  the  introduction  of  the 
Mental  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1960,  is  likely  to  focus  attention  on  this  group. 

The  Roxburghshire  Voluntary  Disablement  Aid  Committee,  throuah  its  Hawick 
Committee,  has  formulated  plans  for  an  Occupational  Centre  in  Hawick  Certain 
points  of  agreement  have  been  reached  with  Roxburgh  County  Council  towards 
the  fulfilment  of  these  plans,  principally  with  regard  to  the  employment  of  an 
Occupational  Therapist  and  equipment  for  a Centre. 

The  Galashiels,  Selkirk  and  Melrose  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health 
was  active  during  the  year,  concentrating  on  the  development  of  a visiting  service 
at  Dingleton  Hospital  and  helping  with  the  problems  of  the  discharged  patient. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged 

There  is  an  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  at  Hawick,  Jedburgh.  Kelso  and 
Melrose,  with  whom  the  Council’s  Welfare  Officers  are  closely  associated.  All 
Committees  are  very  active  and  operate  two  or  more  schemes: 


Hawick  Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme  delivers  on  an  average  50  meals  per  delivers' 
day  (thrice  weekly).  Old  people  living  alone  are  visited  rgularly  by  Committee 
Members  and  Visitors.  Entertainment  was  arranged  during  "the  winter  months  for 
the  various  Homes  and  Hospitals.  In  Old  People’s  Week  (October)  a concert, 
film  show,  church  service  and  home  visitation  contributed  to  an  extensive  pro- 
gramme.  There  was  also  a Christmas  distribution  of  tea  to  old  folks  living  alone. 

I he  Evergreen  Club,  which  is  run  under  the  aegis  of  the  Old  People's  Welfare 
C ommittee,  celebrated  its  first  birthday  in  October.  Membership,  230.  The  Club 
meetings,  which  are  held  in  a church  hall,  are  proving  very'  popular  (once  weekly). 
A sum  of  approximately  £2000  has  been  raised  for  the  purchase  of  club  premises. 
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The  various  Town  and  Church  Guilds,  Rotary,  British  Legion,  W.R.T.  and  th# 
-)Id  Pensioners  gave  wide  support  with  functions  and  outings  for  the  elderly 
during  the  year.  Red  Cross  supplied  library  facilities  at  all  the  Eventide  Homes 
tnt?,  Hospitals,  and  arranged  outings  by  means  of  their  volunteer  car  service. 

Thanks  to  the  support  of  affiliated  bodies,  factory  managements  and  employees, 
ind  the  public,  the  Committee  is  self-supporting. 

Jedburgh  Meals  on  Wheels,  Home  Visitation  and  Chiropody  Services  are  firmly 
established.  A concert,  film  show  and  home  visitation  were  the  main  features  of 
Old  Peoples  Week.  The  Old  Men's  Club  started  by  Toe  H continues  to  be  very 
nopular.  The  Jedburgh  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  has  extended  its  juris- 
diction by  taking  in  a number  of  surrounding  parishes. 

Kelso — Chiropody  at  the  Bowmont  Street  Clinic  continues  to  meet  a need  over 
* wide  area — something  like  80  people  being  treated.  The  Meals  Scheme  provides 
Tor  12  to  15  households  over  the  year  (twice  weekly).  The  Home  Visiting  Scheme 
is  now  firmly  established,  covering  some  16  old  people  living  alone.  The  proposal 
to  inaugurate  a Retired  Men's  Club  has  not  been  realised,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
i n securing  premises.  A Concert,  Tea  and  Church  Service  were  the  highlights  of 
Old  People's  Week.  The  finances  of  the  Committee  have  been  greatly  improved. 

Melrose — Meals  on  Wheels,  Home  Visitation  and  Chiropody  Services  continue 
to  operate  effectively.  A special  Concert  was  arranged  in  Old  People’s  Week. 

The  W.V.S.  personnel  continue  to  attend  to  the  delivery  of  meals  throughout 
the  County,  in  a most  praiseworthy  manner. 

Chiropody  Serv  ice 

Care  of  the  feet  in  the  County  is  largely  done  by  the  Roxburghshire  Branch  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  In  Hawick  the  Red  Cross  work  independently, 
while  at  Jedburgh  and  Melrose  Red  Cross  personnel  work  in  liaison  with  the  local 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees,  a qualified  chiropodist  being  employed  for  the 
heavier  cases.  The  Kelso  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  employs  a qualified 
chiropodist  at  the  Bowmont  Street  Clinic — open  one  day  per  week.  There  is  also 
a Clinic  in  the  St  Boswells  area  operated  by  the  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  Local  Authority  Eventide  Homes  throughout  the  County  provide  the  ser- 
vices of  a chiropodist  to  residents  requiring  the  service,  and,  likewise,  the  service 
is  provided  in  Homes  run  by  voluntary  agencies. 

Clothing  Centres 

It  is  proper  to  include  a reference  to  the  Clothing  Depots  provided  and  run  by 
the  W.V.S.  at  Hawick,  Jedburgh  and  Kelso.  They  are  proving  of  great  value  in 
assisting  old  people  and  others  in  need  of  clothing. 


in  Need  of  Care  and 


Sections  37  and  39 — Registration  and  Inspection  of  Homes 

There  were  no  registrations  during  the  year. 

Section  47 — Removals  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons 
Protection 

A Compulsory  Order  was  obtained  from  the  Sheri  IT  in  one  instance. 

There  are  a number  of  households  under  supervision.  In  three  instances  admis- 
sion to  hospital  was  eventually  arranged,  one  being  a blind  person. 

Section  58—  Protection  of  Property  of  Persons  Admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes 

Action  in  one  instance. 


Section  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

One  Part  III  burial  was  arranged. 


Chronic  Sick  , 

The  Welfare  Officers  in  Hawick  made  representations  on  a number  ot  occasions 
to  the  Group  Medical  Superintendent,  Peel  Hospital,  in  connection  with  the  admis- 
“on  of  dd£"£o?le  to tatpita!,  where  the  home  circumstance.,  were  d, IT, cult  or 

where  conditions  gave  rise  to  anxiety. 

in  arrangement  with  the  Glasgow  Holiday  Homes  Assouan 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT',  1948 
Provision  of  Part  III  Accommodation 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

1.  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

(a)  Measures  taken  for  the  prevention  of  mental  illness  and  after-care  of  the 
mentally  ill  and  defective 

Cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Welfare  Department  were  visited,  and 
follow-up  arrangements  resulted.  The  Domiciliary  Services  are  employed  in 
this  field  through  the  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  or  Welfare  Officer.  In  some  instances 
Home  Helps  were  provided  where,  for  example,  the  patient  is  elderly  or  where 
the  patient  is  unable  to  cope  with  the  family  and  household  affairs,  and  a number 
were  admitted  to  Part  III  accommodation.  In  other  instances  financial  help  wa 
obtained  and  advice  given  on  personal  problems.  The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
at  Dingleton  Hospital  consults  with  the  Local  Authority’s  Welfare  Department  in 
respect  of  patients  awaiting  discharge  or  out-patients  requiring  welfare  services, 
friendly  visitation,  employment,  etc.  Doctors,  Nurses,  Children’s  Officer,  Proba- 
tion Officer,  National  Assistance  Board,  Hospital  Almoners  continue  to  report  on 
persons  in  need  of  care,  assistance  or  advice. 

The  Galashiels,  Selkirk  and  Melrose  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health 
provides  a service  of  friendly  visitation  at  Dingleton  Hospital — and  assists  with 
the  problems  of  discharged  patients. 


(b)  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1857-1866 

The  total  number  of  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  involving  the  services  of  the 
“ Authorised  Officer  ” decreased  still  further  in  1961. 

Noth:  Since  1st  January,  1961,  following  the  first  commencement  order  under  the 
new  Act,  it  has  been  possible  for  patients  to  enter  mental  hospitals  without  any 
formality. 

M.  F.  Total 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  on  certification  ....  3-3 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  on  a voluntary  basis  2 2 4 


5 2 7 

Two  patients  were  elderly  people,  while  the  remaining  group  were  much  younger 
people  (20  - 40  age  group). 

The  figures  above,  of  course,  refer  only  to  cases  notified  to  officers  of  the  Local 
Authority. 


Guardianship 

M.  F. 

Total 

Number  of  boarded-out  patients  at  31/12/61 

3 5 

8 

Additions  during  the  year  

3 

Nil 

To  hospital  accommodation  during  the  year 

3 

Age  Groups — Over  21  years 

2 5 

7 

Between  16  and  21  years 

1 

1 

Nil 

Under  16  years  .... 

All  patients  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  year 

by  the  Welfare 

Officers 

v/l  IUW  OUlUViUJ. 

The  payment  of  allowances  and  grants  of  clothing  became  the  responsibility  of 
the  National  Assistance  Board  at  15/5/61,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Mental 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1960.  Community  care,  however,  still  remains  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Local  Authority. 
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3.  Arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  Statutory  duty  to  provide  accommodation 
and  training  for  defectives  in  the  area  (occupation  centres  for  adults,  homi 
teaching  of  individuals  and  groups) 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  occupational  or  industrial  centres,  though  increas 
ing  thought  is  being  given  to  this  problem,  in  view  of  the  provisions  for  training 
re-enacted  in  the  Mental  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1960. 

Cases  notified  to  the  Welfare  Authority  are  generally  assisted  to  find  employ 
ment  either  through  the  machinery  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  or  by  the  individua 
efforts  of  the  Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers.  With  one  exception,  none  of  th< 
defectives  boarded-out  under  guardianship  is  capable  of  undertaking  training  01 
instruction. 

It  is  possible  that  the  activities  of  the  Roxburghshire  Voluntary  Disablemen 
Aid  Committee,  which  caters  for  all  handicapped  people,  and  which  envisages  th< 
formation  of  an  Occupational  Centre  in  Hawick,  may  include  provision  foi 
mentally  handicapped  as  part  of  its  programme.  Agreement  has  already  beer 
reached  between  this  Committee  and  the  County  Council  with  regard  to  th< 
equipping  of  such  a Centre  and  the  employment  of  an  Occupational  Therapist 
There  are,  of  course,  other  such  bodies  operating  in  the  same  field,  e.g.,  the  Border 
Spastics  Association  and  the  Border  Branch,  Society  for  Mentally  Handicappec 
Children  (more  recently  established),  whose  objects  and  aims  appear  to  include  the 
provision  of  such  Centres. 


4.  Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1913-40 

(1)  Arrangements  for  ascertaining  and  supervising  Mental  Defectives 

Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Welfare  Officers,  the  Education 
Committee,  Police,  General  Practitioners,  the  National  Assistance  Board.  Proba- 
tion and  Children’s  Officers  continue  to  report  any  defectives  under  this  heading. 
A register  of  known  defectives  is  maintained  and  visitation  is  carried  out  by 
Health  and  Welfare  Staffs. 


Placed  to  Institutional  care  during  the  year  .... 

M. 

Gogarburn  ....  5 

East  Fortune  

Baldovan 


M.  F.  Total 
5 3 8 

F. 

1 

1 

1 


1 male,  on  attaining  16  years  there,  was  re-certified  at  the  instance  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  detained  in  Gogarburn. 

With  the  exception  of  one  girl,  all  admissions  were  arranged  on  an  informal 
basis.  Three  were  adults  and  the  remainder  children  of  different  ages. 

The  rate  of  admission  of  patients  to  Gogarburn  and  affiliated  hospitals  by  the 

S.E.  Regional  Hospital  Board  (Mental  Deficiency  Assessment  Panel)  has  improved, 
both  in  this  year  and  in  the  previous  two  years,  with  the  result  that  the  waiting-list 
is  being  steadily  reduced. 

There  are  fresh  powers  contained  in  the  Mental  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1960,  the 
main  provisions  of  which  come  into  effect  next  year,  which  will  focus  attention  on 
ascertainment  of  defectives  and  community  care.  There  will  be  a duty'  on  the 
Local  Health  Authority  to  provide  informal  supervision  for  all  mental  defectives — 
not  merely  those  under  compulsory  care. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT 


Year  Ending  31st  July,  1961 

Table  III  reveals  that  approximately  41%  of  pupils  examined  were  suffering 
from  some  degree  of  defect.  The  latest  issue  of  Scottish  Health  Statistics,  which 
deals  with  the  School  year  1958/59,  shows  that  of  all  children  inspected  in  Scot- 
land during  that  year  fully  35%  w'ere  found  to  have  some  defect;  the  figure  for  this 
County  for  the  same  period  was  21%. 

Infectious  Disease 

Minor  epidemics  of  mumps  and  chickenpox  were  reported  during  the  autumn 
and  spring  terms.  The  schools  mainly  affected  were  in  the  Kelso,  Morebattle  and 
Hawick  areas.  Measles  were  prevalent  in  the  Hawick  area  during  the  summer 
term. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Among  children  entering  school  for  the  first  time,  92-2%  were  found  to  have 
been  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  82- 6%  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  Both 
figures  show  an  increase  over  last  year’s  figures. 

119  children  received  their  third  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  The  total 
number  now'  protected  by  three  vaccinations  is  4,321.  A fourth  vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  was  introduced  after  the  summer  term  had  commenced.  It  was 
restricted  to  children  in  the  age  groups  found  in  Primary  Schools.  By  the  end  of 
the  term  2,748  children  had  received  their  fourth  vaccination,  i.e.,  92- 6%  of  the 

possible.  . . 

641  children  aged  13+  were  mantoux  tested.  546  were  found  suitable  tor 
vaccination  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  had  been  vaccinated. 

Speech  Therapy 

The  service  continues  to  function  well.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  treated,  the  number  of  attendances  and  in  the  number  of  cases  discharged. 

There  was  excellent  co-operation  between  this  service,  the  School  Dental  Service 
and  the  Educational  Psychologists. 


Audiometric  Service 

Audiometricians  from  St  Giles’  School  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  continued  to 
examine  selected  age  groups.  The  percentage  of  children  examined  who  were  dis- 
covered to  have  some  degree  of  hearing  loss  remains  at  the  same  level  (.  /0  >■ 


Incleanliness  , 

The  incidence  of  uncleanliness  remains  very  low_  Twelve  children  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  a verminous  condition  of  the  head,  i.e.,  ° 

population. 


1.  Average  number  of  pupils  on  registers  for  session  ... 

2.  Total  average  attendance  

3.  Average  of  percentage  attendance  

4.  Average  school  rolls; 


6365-3 

5903-36 

92-42 


Hawick  High  School 


Denholm  

Melrose  Grammar 
Jedburgh  Grammar  .... 
Morebattle  


Senior  Secondary  Schools 

1013  0 Kelso  High  Secondary 

Junior  Secondary  Schools 

203-5  Newcastleton  

3310  Newtown  St  Boswells 

706-4  Hawick  Roman  Catholic... 

169-6 


409-9 


168-5 

262-6 

133-0 
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Ancrum  .... 

Primary 

. ....  85-1 

Blainslie  

25-6 

Cogsmill  

...  < 10  8 

Crailing  

16-1 

Eckford 

12-2 

Ednam  

37-0 

Glen  Douglas 

16-5 

Hawick  Burnfoot 

573-2 

Hawick  Drumlanrig-St  Cuthbert’s  408-3 

Hawick  St  Mary’s 

80-7 

Hawick  Trinity 

223-6 

Hawick  Wilton 

264-4 

Heiton 

17-0 

Hobkirk  

66-7 

Kelso  High  Primary 

506-7 

Kirkton  

12  0 

Lempitlaw  

17-4 

Lilliesleaf  

66-1 

Jedburgh  St  John’s  .... 

41-8 

Schools 

Makerstoun  17.5 

Minto 9.3 

Newmill  g.5 

Oxnam  j 7 .9 

Pleasants  21-5 

Riccarton  12-1 

Roberton  jg.j 

Roxburgh  20-8 

St  Boswells  130-9 

Sandystones 22-9 

Saughtree  12-0 

Smailholm  15.3 

Southdean  jgo 

Sprouston  47. j 

Stichill 12-6 

Teviothead  jo-g 

Towford  13.^ 

Yetholm  ....  ....  ....  11-2 


Table  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  school : 


(A) 


(B) 


Entrants— No  previous  routine  inspection 

Systematic 

Examinations 

Other  Systematic 
Examinations 

647 

10 

Second  Age  Group— Bom  1951 

482 

12 

Third  Age  Group— Born  1947  

684 

18 

Fourth  Age  Group— Born  1944 

56 

6 

Total 

1869 

46 

Other 

Examinations 


Pupils  born  in  1953  (Vision  and  Hearing  only) 

475 

Special  cases  

43 

Re-inspections  

19 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  examinations  who  were  noti 
bed  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries): 


Entrants  

....  346 

Second  Age  Group 

....  187 

Third  Age  Group  .... 

....  225 

Fourth  Age  Group 

21 

• 953 — Vision  and  Hearing 

50 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS — Continued 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS — Continued 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS — Continued 
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No.  Examined  No.  Defective 

Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 

Pupils  bom  in  1953 — 

(Vision  and  Hearing  only) — Vision  232  243  23  24 

Hearing  ....  232  243  2 3 


Table  111 — SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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Table  IV 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE 

IN  THE  AREA 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools 
or  classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

1.  BLIND  







— 

No  Vision  in  one  eye 

13 

— 

— 

13 

2.  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED— 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition  

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration,  etc., 
which  renders  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school  books 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school .... 

3.  DEAF— 

Grade  1 

188 

188 

Grade  1IA 

86 

— 

— 

86 

Grade  11 B 

21 

6 

— 

27 

Grade  III  

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  DEFECTIVE  SPEECH— 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 
measures 

373 

5 

378 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures 

59 

1 

— 

60 

5.  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE— 
(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 
(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 
50-70) 

15 

20 

35 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally 
less  than  50)  

— 

— 

10 

10 

6.  EPILEPSY— 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  .... 

11 

1 1 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 
residential  school)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE— 
(Children  between  5 and  1 6 years) 
(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(excluding  cervical  glands). ... 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  condi- 
tions 

728 

728 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

13 

— 

— 

13 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  .... 

6 

6 
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Table  IV — Continued 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools 
or  classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

8.  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS— 

I Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  physically  de- 
fective (general  ortho- 
paedic conditions) 

11  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  epilepsy  (mild).... 

1 

1 

ill  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  epilepsy  (severe) 

IV  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  blind  

V Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective 
(general  orthopaedic  con- 
ditions)   

VI  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (mild) 

1 

1 

2 

VII  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (severe) 

. 

1 

1 

2 

VIII  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective 
(other  causes  of  ill 
health)  

1 

1 

IX  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  deaf  

, 







X Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  blind 





— 

XI  Other  multiple  defects 

4 

1 

5 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Number 

Examined 

Average 

Age 

Yrs.  Mths. 

Height 

(Ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

ENTRANTS— 

Boys  

Girls  

SECOND  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

Girls  

THIRD  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

Girls 

FOURTH  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

Girls 

362 

285 

254 

228 

368 

316 

28 

28 

5 5 

5 6 

9 6 

9 5 

13  7 

13  8 

16  9 

16  6 

43-02 

43-53 

52-80 
52  06 

61-47 

60-36 

67-55 

63-44 

43-76 

43-54 

66  90 
64-33 

100-71 

105-18 

143-82 

123-30 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT 


(A)  Minor  Ailments 

This  Clinic  was  in  abeyance  as  there  was  no  school  nurse  available  during  the 
year. 


No.  of  Children  visited  during  the  year  by  School  Nurses 
Total  No.  of  visits  paid 


291 

508 


(B)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Dr  J.  Burns-Brown  acts  as  i 
Ophthalmologist  for  the  School  Medical  Service  in  the  County. 

Children  are  referred  for  examination  at  the  request  of  the  School  Medical 
Officers  or  of  the  General  Practitioners. 


Clinics  held  at: 


Springbank  Clinic,  Hawick. 

Waterside  Clinic,  Jedburgh. 

St  Dunstan’s  Clinic,  Melrose. 

Bowmont  Street  Clinic,  Kelso. 

Cases  requiring  operative  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Roval  Infirmarv  Edin- 
burgh: 


43  sessions  have  been  held  during  the  School  year:  the  details  are  as  follows: 


Appointments  made  

Appointments  kept 
Glasses  Prescribed 
Present  Glasses  suitable  .... 

Glasses  no  benefit 

No  visual  defect  

No  treatment  required 
Return  at  later  date  .... 

To  be  seen  at  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 
Children  referred  to  Orthoptist 

Pre-School  Children  treated  under  Scheme: 

Appointments  made  

Appointments  kept 
Glasses  Prescribed 

Present  Glasses  suitable  

Glasses  no  benefit 

No  visual  defect  

No  treatment  required 
Return  at  later  date 

To  be  seen  at  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 

Children  referred  to  Orthoptist  

15  Orthoptic  sessions  were  held  during  the  School  year. 


387 

321 

108 

49 

9 

12 

13 

112 

16 


14 

13 

3 

1 


(C)  Conditions  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

clll,<!r™  Wh°  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  condition  affecting  the 
bar  Nose  and  Throat  are  referred  to  the  E.N.T.  specialist  for  examination,  when 
™ considered  necessary,  by  the  School  Medical  Ofiicers  or  at  the  special 
request  of  general  practitioners. 

Hmnita?  nare  conducted  by  Specialists  supplied  by  the  South-Eastern  Regional 
vlsftmg  Spectah’stsCOt  and‘  ThlS  Dcpartment  receives  lists  of  all  children  seen  by 


Number  of  School  Children  examined 
Number  of  Pre-school  Children  examined 


34 


(D)  Orthopaedic  Treatment 

^c^eme  Provides  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  suffering  from  ortho- 
paedic  detects  who  have  been  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  school  medical 
officers  or  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr  R.  I.  Stirling,  F.R.C.S., 
Edinburgh,  acts  as  consultant  and  clinics  are  held  monthly  at  various  centres. 

School  Children  on  active  treatment  register  at  1/8/60  1014 

School  Children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31/7/61  ""  728 


Distribution  of  Cases: 


Date 

Hawick 

Kelso 

Jedburgh 

Melrose 

Newcastleton 

1/8/60 

401 

230 

155 

195 

33 

31/7/61 

275 

149 

141 

143 

20 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics: 


No.  of  Clinics  No.  of  children 

Centre 

held 

examined 

Hawick  

6 

127 

Jedburgh  

4 

61 

Kelso  

6 

124 

Melrose 

3 

40 

Morebattle  

2 

21 

Newcastleton  ....  

1 

16 

Newtown  

1 

6 

St  Boswells  

1 

21 

Total  ....  24 

416 

Record  of  Attendances  at  Treatment  Clinics: 

Month 

Clinic 

Home 

1960  August  



— 

September  



— 

October  

33 

— 

November  

47 

— 

December  

34 

— 

1961  January  

45 

— 

February 

40 

— 

March  

46 

— 

April  

49 

— 

May  

43 

— 

June  

12 

— 

July  

45 

Institutional  Treatment! 

In  residence  1/8/60 

13 

Admissions 

22 

Discharges 

31 

In  residence  31/7/61 

4 

Patient  Days 

....  1428 

Classification  of  Hospital  Cases: 

Adduction  deformity  of  meta- 

Flexion  deformity  of  right 

root  ....  1 

1 

tarsals  1 

Genu  valgum  

Bilateral  Talipes  equinus  varus  ....  1 

Hammer  toe  deformity 

2 

Bilateral  toe  deformities  1 

Hernia  of  the  tibialis 

anterior 

1 

Exostosis  on  the  dorsum  of  the  first 

muscle  

3 

....  1 

metatarsal  1 

Hip  deformity  

Exploration  of  right  thumb  ....  1 

Investigation  

35 


Knock  knee  deformity  I 

Left  sided  torticollis 1 

Nail  deformity  — right  ring  finger  1 

Osteochondritis  of  elbow  1 

Paronychia  of  the  left  great  toe  ....  1 

Perthes  Disease  ] 

Pes  cavus  — lengthening  of  the 

tendo  achilles  1 

Pes  cavus 6 


Poliomyelitis  

Relapsed  club  foot  .... 

Review  

Scoliosis — knees  straightened 
Semi  membranous  bursa 
Severe  posterior  calcaneal  spurs 
Spastic  paraplegia 
Spastic  hemiplegia — lengthening  of 
the  right  tendo  achilles 1 


SPEECH  DEFECTS 


Total  number  continued  from  1959-60: 

School  

Pre-school  

Total 


Cases  referred : 

School  

Pre-school  

Total 

Total  cases  treated: 

At  ordinary  School  

At  special  Schools  or  Classes  

At  no  School  or  Institution 
Pre-school  


Total 


Attendances : 

School  

Pre-school  

Total 


Cases  discharged: 
School 
Pre-school 


Total 


Total  cases  to  be  continued  to  1961-62: 

School  

Pre-school 


Stammering 

40 

Other  Disorders 
565 
4 

40 

569 

22 

241 

— 

8 

22 

249 

59 

373 

1 

5 

— 

9 

60 

387 

929 

6604 

— 

160 

929 

6764 

20 

190 

1 

20 

191 

42 

516 

— 

11 

Total 

36 


42 


527 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

HAWICK,  ETC.,  AREA 
Section  I — General  Statistics: 


Age  on  Inspection 


10  11  12  13  14  15 


17 

16  or 
over 


Routine  dental 
inspection 

With  dental 
defects 

Offered  treat- 
ment 

Accepting  treat- 
ment 

Treated  by  L.A. 

Dental  Officers 

No.  made  dent- 
ally fit 

Special  & emer- 
gency cases 


265  285  259  262  237  250  282  275  300  336  62  50  15 


Total 
ages 
5—17  + 


2,878 

1,240 

1,240 

732 

732 

616 

32 


Total 

Attendances  for  Treatment  5 — 17+years  2,394 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment: 


(a)  Fillings — 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  

(b)  Extractions  (not  including  orthodontic) 

(i)  Permanent  teeth  .... 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  .... 
Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic 
Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

Deciduous  teeth 

Dentures — Partial 
Full 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures  (not  in- 
cluding orthodontic) 


School 

Special 

Total 

and 

Columns 

Routine 

emergency 

1 & 2 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

1,305 

1,305 

307 

4 

31 1 

1 19 

6 

125 

332 

18 

350 

13 



1 3 

710 

6 

716 

215 

4 

219 

5 

— 

5 

1 

i 

18 

— 

18 
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Ill — Orthodontic  Treatment: 


No.  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year  54 

New  cases  41 

Cases  completed  3 

Cases  discontinued  3 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year 89 

Attendances  for  treatment 228 

No.  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist  95 

R.H.B. 

Orthodontist 

No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  (not  followed  by  treatment)  41 

No.  of  cases  treated — 

(a)  without  appliances  85 

(b)  with  removable  appliances  10 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances  — 

No.  of  extractions  (non-carious) — 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 32 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 23 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances  1 

Intra-oral  10 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures — Extra-oral  60 

Section  IV — Allocation  of  Time: 

Dental 

„ . Surgeons 

Estimated  number  of  half-days  occupied  in — 

Inspection  92 

Dental  Health  Education  ....  ....  ....  

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontic)  363 

Orthodontic  treatment  32 

Administration  

Absence  due  to  illness  

Total  ....  487 
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Section  I — General  Statistics: 


Total 
ages 
5-17  + 
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ttendances  forTreatment — 5—  17+years  Tota 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment: 


School 

Routine 

(1) 

Special 

and 

emergency 

(2) 

Total 
columns 
1 & 2 
(3) 

(a)  Fillings 

(i)  Permanent  teeth  

1,241 

49 

1.290 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  

719 

46 

765 

(b)  Extractions  (not  including  orthodontic) 
(i)  Permanent  teeth  

72 

14 

86 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  

1,414 

172 

1,586 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

765 

295 

1.060 

Deciduous  teeth 

561 

28 

589 

Dentures — Partial  

10 



10 

Full 

— 

— 



Repairs  to  Dentures  

— 

1 

1 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures  (not  in- 
cluding orthodontic  

27 

2 

29 

Section  III — Orthodontic  Treatment: 

No.  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year 168 

New  cases  65 

Cases  completed  68 

Cases  discontinued  8 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year  157 

Attendances  for  treatment  595 

No.  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist  374 


No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  (not  followed  by 

treatment)  

No.  of  cases  treated — 

(a)  without  appliances  

(b)  with  removable  appliances  .... 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances 

No.  of  extractions  (non-carious) — 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances 
Radiographs— No.  of  exposures — Intra-oral 

Extra-oral  .... 


R.H.B. 

Orthodontist 

School 

D.S. 

Total 

65 

7 

72 

178 

17 

195 

55 

7 

62 

1 

— 

1 

75 

8 

83 

173 

46 

219 

8 

— 

8 

62 

— 

62 

325 

— 

325 
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Section  IV — Dental  Staff: 


Dental 

Surgeons 

U) 

Dental 

Hygienists 

(2) 

Dental 

Surgery 

Assistants 

(3) 

Establishment  of  posts  agreed  by  Council 

4 

4 

No.  in  post  at  31/7/61 — Whole-time 

3 



3 

Part-time 





Whole-time  equivalent  of  part-time 

— 





Total  whole-time  equivalent  

3 

— 

3 

No.  of  vacancies  being  advertised 

1 

— 



Total  half-days  worked  during  year  ended  31/7/61 
(a)  in  School  Health  Service 

433 

433 

(b)  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Section  V — Allocation  of  Time: 


Dental 

Surgeons 

(1) 

Dental 

Hygienists 

(2) 

Estimated  number  of  half-days  occupied  in — 
Inspection 

16 

— 

Dental  Health  Education 

— 

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontic) 

365 

— 

Orthodontic  treatment  

52 

Administration 

35 

Absence  due  to  illness 

2 

Total 

470 
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SCHOOL  MAINTENANCE 

The  following  information  regarding  improvements  relating  to  health,  sanitary 

and  safety  conditions  in  schools  has  been  supplied  by  the  County  Architect: 

Ancrum — School  modernised  to  provide  three  classrooms,  general  purpose  room, 
kitchen,  staff  room  and  new  lavatory  accommodation. 

Cogsmill— Liquid  soap  dispensers  and  paper  towels  provided. 

Hawick  High — Technical  Department  redecorated.  Dining  centre  redecorated. 

Hawick  Trinity — New  heating  boiler  installed.  Liquid  soap  dispensers  and  paper 
towels  provided. 

Hawick  Wilton — Second-hand  heating  boiler  removed  from  Yetholm  School  and 
installed  in  infant  building.  Liquid  soap  dispensers  and  paper  towels  provided. 

Hobkirk — Electrical  “ off-peak  ” storage  heating  installed  throughout  school. 
Electrical  water  heating  provided  in  cloakrooms.  New  sinks  and  basin  installed 
in  “ School  Meals  ” Kitchen.  Kitchen  redecorated  and  lino  tiles  laid. 

Jedburgh  Grammar — Three  new  classrooms  provided  and  three  existing  classrooms 
modernised.  New  lavatory  accommodation  provided. 

Jedburgh  St  John’s — Lower  playground  resurfaced  with  tarmac.  Liquid  soap  dis- 
pensers and  paper  towels  provided. 

Kelso  High — New  assembly  hall,  with  cloakroom  and  dressing  room  accommoda- 
tion provided. 

Kelso  Infant — Tarmac  in  front  playground  resurfaced.  Two  drinking  fountains 
installed. 

Kirkton — “ Off-peak  ” storage  heating  installed  throughout  school.  School  re- 
decorated throughout.  New  wash-hand  basins  and  hot  water  provided. 

Melrose — Domestic  boiler  moved  from  “ Schools  Meals  ” Kitchen  into  storeroom. 
Electric  fan  heaters  provided  in  “ Schools  Meals  ” dining  room. 

Morebattle— - Lighting  improved  in  domestic  science  room.  Old  septic  tank  by- 
passed and  drainage  connected  up  to  village  sewage  scheme. 

Ncwmill — “ Off-peak  ” storage  heating  installed  throughout  school.  Two  class- 
rooms redecorated  and  lino  tiles  laid  throughout  school.  Electric  range  fitted  in 
“ Schools  Meals  ” Kitchen,  and  immersion  heaters  fitted  into  cylinder. 

Robcrton  Off-peak  storage  heating  installed  throughout  school.  New  wash- 
hand  basins  and  electric  water  heating  installed  in  cloakroom. 

Yetholm  Ofl-peak  storage  heating  installed  throughout  school.  New  wash- 
hand  basins  and  electric  water  heating  installed  in  cloakrooms.  Dining  centre 
redecorated. 
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AUDIOMETRIC  TESTING  SESSION  1960-61 


2,088  children  were  tested,  397  were  re-tested,  making  a total  of  2,485  tests  per- 
formed. With  46  testing  days,  this  gives  an  average  of  45-4  children  dealt  with 
per  testing  day  and  54  0 tests  per  testing  day. 
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Grades 

3 

3 

o 

z 

z 

H 

I 

ha 

11 

Abs. 

Infants  admitted  during  1 960 

626 

590 

542 

48 

33 

13 

2 

36 

__ 

% of  No.  Listed  

— 

94  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-8 

— 

% of  No.  Tested  

— 

— 

91  -9 

8-1 

5-6 

2-2 

0-3 

— 

— 

Bom  1952  

545 

515 

484 

31 

21 

10 

— 

30 

— 

% of  No.  Listed  

— 

94-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-5 

— 

% of  No.  Tested  

— 

— 

94  0 

60 

4 1 

1-9 

— 

— 

— 

Secondary  admits  during  1960 

619 

595 

545 

50 

39 

9 

2 

24 

— 

% of  No.  Listed  

— 

961 

— 

— 



— 

— 

3-9 

— 

% of  No.  Tested  

Children  absent  from  last 

— 

— 

91  -6 

8-4 

6-6 

1-5 

0-3 

17 

session’s  tests  (all  groups) ... 
Children  known  to  be  de- 

112 

86 

77 

9 

7 

1 

1 

13 

9 

26 

27 

fective  last  year  

291 

238 

104 

134 

71 

50 

% of  No.  Listed  

— 

81  -8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9-3 

8-9 

% of  No.  Tested  

Children  previously  defective 

— 

— 

43-7 

56-3 

29-8 

21  0 

5-5 

but  normal  on  one  previous 
test  re-tested  this  session 

61 

48 

42 

6 

6 

— 

— 

4 

9 

% of  No.  Listed  



78-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-6 

14-8 

% of  No.  Tested  

— 

— 

87-5 

12-5 

12-5 

— 

— 

— 

Children  put  forward  by 

3 

school  for  opinion 

62 

60 

51 

9 

4 

2 

2 

% of  No.  Tested  

— 

— 

85  0 

15  0 

' 

Total 

No. 

Grades 

in 

Def. 

1 

II A 

ii 

Total  No.  Known  Defective  in  Schools  Tested 

295 

188 

86 

21 

No.  Known  Defectives  attending  other  Schools 
Totals 

% of  Total  No.  Defectives 
% of  Total  School  population  of  6,410 

6 

301 

4-69 

188 

62-4 

2-93 

86 
28-6 
1 34 

21 
7 0 
0 33 

0 

6 

2 0 
0 09 
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COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 


To  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
and  the  Convener  and  County  Councillors  of 
the  County  of  Roxburgh. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1961 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  of  the  work  undertaken  by  this  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 

From  the  Department's  viewpoint  probably  the  most  interesting  and  certainly  the 
most  significant  development  of  1961  was  the  introduction  of  the  Roxburghshire 
Regional  Scavenging  Scheme,  a direct  labour  service  designed  to  supersede  that 
given  by  private  contractors  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  landward  area. 

The  new  once-weekly  service  started  on  15th  May  and,  a few  teething  troubles 
apart,  operated  quite  successfully  and  smoothly  for  the  remaining  seven  months 
of  the  year,  being  particularly  well  received  in  those  areas  to  which  organised 
scavenging  facilities  were  able  to  be  extended  for  the  first  time. 

In  the  drainage  field  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  some  further  progress. 
Work  on  the  6"/ 9"  diameter  sewer  from  Bowden  to  Newtown  St  Boswells  was 
completed  early  in  the  year,  whilst  in  December  a start  was  made  with  the  joint 
scheme  for  the  Burgh  of  Melrose  and  Gattonside.  In  the  same  field  a pre-packaged 
sewage  plant,  the  “ Oxigest,”  was  installed  for  the  first  time  anywhere  in  Great 
Britain  at  a private  school  and  this  departure  from  the  more  conventional  methods 
of  treatment  of  soil  and  waste  water  aroused  considerable  interest  among  engineers 
and  sanitarians  throughout  the  country. 

In  the  dairy  industry  four  of  the  county’s  largest  milk  producers  successfully 
applied  to  be  included  in  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board's  scheme  for  the  bulk 
collection  and  transport  of  milk.  This  involved  the  installation,  at  their  dairy 
premises,  of  refrigerated  bulk  milk  tanks  from  which  the  day's  milk  is  collected 
by  tankers  and  taken  to  creameries  nominated  by  the  Board.  The  cleaning  and 
sterilisation  of  these  tanks  requires  a special  technique  not  hitherto  provided  for 
in  the  Dairy  Byelaws.  These,  therefore,  were  amended  to  permit  of  chemical 
sterilisation  and,  as  a direct  result  of  the  acceptance,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of 
a recommendation  included  in  the  report  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
new  Model  Dairy  Byelaws,  they  will  be  further  amended,  early  in  1962  it  is  hoped, 
to  permit  of  the  same  technique  being  applied  to  all  dairy  equipment  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  steam  or  boiling  water. 

Finally,  the  year  saw  the  appearance  on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Food  (Meat 
Inspection)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  which  among  other  things  require  the  ante  as 
well  as  the  post  mortem  inspection  of  all  meat  intended  for  sale  for  human  con- 
sumption. 


The  Draft  Building  Standards  (Scotland)  Regulations  were  also  published.  These 
ar®  ln^enr*e9  f°  replace  the  present  Building  Byelaws  and  when  they  become  law 
will  be  administered  in  counties  by  Building  Authorities. 

The  satisfactory  completion  of  the  various  duties  referred  to  in  the  report 
reflects  most  creditably  on  the  staff  and  to  them  I gladly  place  on  record  my 
appreciation  and  thanks. 

I am  grateful  also,  for  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from  other  Depart- 
menls  and  lor  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  particularly  bv 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  I.  FRASER. 
County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PART  II— PUBLIC  SERVICES 


DRAINAGE 

1.  Special  Drainage  Districts: 

The  number  of  special  drainage  districts  remained  at  23. 

In  continuance  of  the  policy  to  exclude  from  a special  drainage  district  any 
property  which  cannot,  for  one  reason  or  another,  be  connected  to  the  main 
drainage  system,  the  boundaries  of  Smailholm  Special  District  were  contracted  as 
from  May,  1961. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  septic  tanks  serving  the  properties  to  be  excluded  should 
be  desludged.  once,  at  no  charge  to  the  proprietors  and  this,  with  one  exception, 
has  been  done. 

2.  Major  Drainage  Projects: 

Almost  immediately  following  the  formal  acceptance,  by  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland,  of  the  lowest  tender  for  the  works  in  connection  with  the 
joint  drainage  scheme  to  serve  the  village  of  Gattonside  and  the  Burgh  of  Melrose, 
a start  was  made  with  the  laying  of  the  24"  storm  water  sewer  in  Gattonside.  The 
“ target  ” completion  date  for  the  scheme  is  June,  1963,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  have  the  scheme  in  operation  by  this  date. 

Work  on  the  new  sewage  purification  works  at  Newtown  St  Boswells,  designed, 
as  stated  in  last  year's  report,  to  serve  that  village,  together  with  Bowden  and. 
eventually  Eildon,  continued  throughout  the  year.  In  this  instance,  however,  the 
rate  of  progress  has  been  such  that  it  is  most  unlikely  the  scheme  will  be  com- 
pleted in  anything  like  the  time  originally  quoted  by  the  contractors. 

In  large  contracts  particularly,  delays  due,  possibly,  to  conditions  not  wholly 
foreseen  when  the  work  was  put  out  to  tender,  may  occur  from  time  to  time.  An 
unnecessarily  slow  rate  of  progress  which,  inevitably,  must  be  costly  to  both 
parties,  should  not  be  tolerated,  however,  in  any  scheme  and,  whilst  it  is  appre- 
ciated that  the  inclusion  of  a “ penalty  clause  ” in  every  contract  is  not  practicable, 
the  use  of  this  safeguard  should  not,  it  is  suggested,  be  discounted  in  appropriate 
cases. 

Work  on  the  new  6"/9"  diameter  sewer,  which  as  stated  in  last  year's  report 
connects  the  village  of  Bowden  with  Newtown  St  Boswells,  was  completed  towards 
the  end  of  May. 

The  newr  drainage  proposals  for  the  villages  of  Denholm,  Eildon  and  Lanton. 
which  it  was  confidently  predicted  in  last  year's  report  would  start  in  1961,  had  to 
be  deferred  in  view  of  the  Government’s  economic  policy.  The  Council  s Con- 
sultant Engineers  were  asked,  however,  to  continue  with  the  preparation  of  docu- 
ments for  the  two  first-named  schemes  in  order  that  tenders  may  be  invited  and 
the  works  put  in  hand  as  soon  as  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  are  eased. 

The  scheme  for  Lanton,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  County  Engineers 
Department,  is  already  advanced  to  the  stage  where,  at  the  appropriate  time,  it  can 
be  put  out  to  tender. 

3.  Minor  Drainage  Works: 

Included  in  a number  of  minor  drainage  works  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
the  following: 

(a)  Bonchester  Bridge: 

The  replacement  of  a defective  ejector  coupling  and  the  repair  of  one  of  the 
“ Cresset  ” filters  at  the  sewage  purification  works. 

(b)  Bowden: 

The  connection  of  two  house  drains  to  the  main  sewer. 


(c)  Morebattle: 

(i)  The  elimination  of  one  of  two  sources  of  infiltration  water  which  after  pro- 
longed investigations,  was  found  to  be  entering  the  main  sevwrs  < - 

affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  sewage  purification  works  t ie  co  pc 
was  referred  to  in  last  year's  report.  It  is  hoped  the  second  source  will  be 

eliminated  early  in  1962. 
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(ii)  The  relaying  of  approximately  30  lineal  yards  of  an  existing  sewer  which,  on 
examination,  was  found  to  be  badly  laid  and  jointed,  and  the  construction,  on  the 
same  sewer,  of  a manhole  in  replacement  of  a “lamp  hole  via  which  access  to 
the  sewer  could  not  be  gained. 

(iii)  The  laying  of  a new  drain  to  connect  the  rainwater  conductors  from  a 
number  of  properties  to  the  main  sewer. 

(d)  Newcasileton: 

The  construction,  on  an  existing  sewer,  of  an  additional  manhole. 

<e)  Newslead: 

The  extension  of  an  existing  6"  diameter  sewer,  with  necessary'  manholes,  to 
serve  a private  housing  scheme. 

(f)  St  Boswells 

(i)  The  extension  of  an  existing  6"  diameter  sewer,  with  necessary  manholes,  to 
serve  a private  housing  scheme. 

(ii)  The  construction,  on  an  existing  sewer,  of  an  additional  manhole. 

(g)  Stichill 

The  diversion  of  a combined  sewage  effluent  and  surface  water  drain. 

(h)  Town  Yetholm 

The  repair  of  spalling  brickwork  forming  one  wail  of  the  sludge  beds  at  the 
sewage  purification  works. 

In  addition  to  these  works,  the  amenity  planting  of  trees,  mainly  larch  and 
spruce,  was  practised  at  a number  of  sewage  works. 

4.  Routine  Maintenance  of  Sewage  Purification  Works: 

Maintenance  of  the  sewage  works  provided  in  20  of  the  23  special  districts  has 
now  been  established  on  the  following  basis: 


Date  of 
Installation 

Maintenance 

Frequency  of 

Special 

of  Works  and 

undertaken 

Maintenance 

District 

treatment  afforded 

by 

Operations 

Ancrum 

Pre-war,  partial 
treatment 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Fortnightly 

Blainslie 

Post-war.  partial 
treatment 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Monthly 

Bonchester 

Bridge 

Post-war,  full 
treatment 

Part-time  attendant 
(24  hrs.  per  week) 

Daily 

Bowden 

No  sewage  works.  Sewage  and  waste  water  connected  to  Newtown 
St  Boswells  drainage  system. 

Denholm 

Pre-war,  partial 
treatment 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Fortnightly 

Ednam 

Pre-war,  partial 
treatment 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Monthly 

Gattonside 

Sewage  and  waste  water  discharge  untreated  to  River  Tweed.  Works 
on  joint  drainage  scheme  with  Burgh  of  Melrose  commenced 
December,  1961. 

Heiton 

Pre-war,  partial  treat- 
ment (2  septic  tanks) 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Monthly 

Lilliesleaf 

Pre-war,  partial  treat- 
ment (3  septic  tanks) 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Monthly 

Max  ton 

Pre-war,  partial 
treatment 

Mobile  drainage 
squad 

Bi-monthly 
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Date  of 

Special 

Installation 
of  Works  and 

Maintenance 

undertaken 

Frequency  of 
Maintenance 

District 

treatment  afforded 

by 

Operations 

Midlem 

Pre  war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

3 times  per  annum 

treatment 

squad 

Morebattle 

Post-war,  full 

Part-time  drainage 

Daily 

treatment 

attendant  (IS  hrs. 
per  week) 

Newcastleton 

Pre-war,  partial 

Part-time  drainage 

Daily 

treatment 

attendant  (12  hrs. 
per  week) 

Newstead 

Post-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Weekly 

treatment 

squad 

Newtown  St 

Pre-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Monthly 

Boswells 

treatment 

squad 

Note — -When  the  new  full  treatment  works  come  into  operation  it  will  be  necessary  to 

appoint  a full-time 

drainage  attendant. 

Roxburgh 

Post-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Fortnightly.  (Tanks 

treatment 

squad 

used  alternately 
for  this  period) 

St  Boswells 

Post-war,  full 

Part-time  drainage 

Daily 

treatment 

attendant  (24  hrs. 
per  week) 

Smailholm 

Post-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Monthly 

treatment 

squad 

Stichill 

Pre-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Twice  per  annum 

treatment 

squad 

Sprouston 

Post-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

Fortnightly.  (Tanks 

treatment 

squad 

used  alternately 
for  this  period) 

Wilton  Dean 

No  sewage  works. 

Sewers  connected  to  Burgh  of  Hawick  sewerage 

system. 

Kirk  Yetholm 

Post-war,  partial 

Mobile  drainage 

4 times  per  annum 

treatment 

squad 

Town  Yetholm 

Post-war,  full 

Part-time  drainage 

Daily 

treatment 

attendant  (18  hrs. 

per  week) 


These  arrangements,  on  the  whole,  worked  very  well  and  1C  f . f ‘ 
factory  reports  on  samples  of  final  effluents  were  not  always  re  c 0utwith 

Inspector  to  the  Tweed  River  Purification  Board  was  due  t,°  <jir  partial 

the  control  of  the  maintenance  staff.  For  example,  the  majo  y P > atment 

treatment  works,  several  of  which  are  scheduled  to  be  rep  a c lifted  are 

works  when  the  Government’s  restrictions  on  capital  expc,  . has  been 

grossly  overloaded,  whilst  at  Town  Yetholm  the  efliciency  I ttter  problem 

impaired  by  the  discharge  from  a small  factory  in  tie  vi  t • su^mjt  a report, 
was  receiving  attention  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  11  ls  P - 

with  recommendations  for  dealing  with  the  matter  ear  y i 


5.  Desluding  of  Road  Gullies:  ,.  . 

The  dcsludgjng  of  some  717  gullies  in  uS  work 

undertaken  by  this  department  on  behalf  of  the  Roads  ue parm  , 

being  carried  out  on  a two-monthly  basis. 
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6.  Desludging  of  Private  Septic  Tanks: 

In  my  opinion  no  service  undertaken  by  this  department  has  filled  a greater 
need  or  been  more  appreciated  than  the  scheme,  inaugurated  in  1957,  for  the 
desludging  of  private  septic  tanks. 

The  work  is  undertaken,  with  great  skill,  by  the  mobile  drainage  squad  and 
requests  for  their  services  continue  to  be  received  not  only  from  proprietors  in 
this  county  but  also  in  adjoining  counties. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  some  212  proprietors  had  availed  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vice and  of  these  125  have  contracted  to  have  the  necessary  work  undertaken  on  an 
annual  basis. 

The  charge  for  the  service  remains  at  £1  Is  per  hour,  inclusive  of  travelling 
time  to  and  from  the  depot  at  Newtown  St  Boswells. 

7.  Composting: 

At  St  Boswells  and  Newstead  sewage  works  sewage  sludge  was  again  mixed  with 
straw,  grass  cuttings,  etc.,  to  form  a rough  type  of  compost  which,  as  in  former 
years,  was  disposed  of  locally  as  a manure  for  horticultural  purposes,  at  the 
nominal  charge  of  £1  per  ton  or  9d  per  jr-cwt.  bag. 

The  revenue  accruing  from  the  sale  of  compost  does  not  amount  to  very  much 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  In  this  area  at  least,  however,  it  has  proved  itself  to  be 
a method  whereby  sludge  can  be  dealt  with  reasonably  economically  and  without 
giving  rise  to  any  serious  nuisance  condition,  and  therein,  in  mv  opinion,  lies  its 
greatest  asset. 


8.  Drainage — General: 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  mobile  drainage  squad,  in  addition  to  their  duties 
aforementioned,  flushed  a number  of  sewers  on  a routine  basis,  removed  grit  from 
manholes  and  kept  the  curtilages  of  those  sewage  works  for  which  they  are  respon- 
sible, in  a presentable  condition. 

They  also  dealt  with  a number  of  minor  nuisance  conditions. 

A nuisance  condition  of  a major,  rather  than  a minor  condition,  has  been 
apparent  in  the  River  Tweed  for  some  little  time.  It  is  caused  by  sewage  and 
waste  water  from  a number  of  properties  in  St  Boswells  discharging,  virtually 
untreated,  on  to  the  river  bank,  and  on  completion  of  a joint  investigation,  which 
County  Engineer  and  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  have  been  i nstructed  to 
undertake,  Lie  former  is  to  report  on  possible  remedial  measures,  none  of  which, 
it  can  be  said  now,  will  be  inexpensive. 

9.  Public  Conveniences: 

Tlie  arrangements  for  the  regular  maintenance  of  the  public  conveniences  at 
Denholm,  Ncwcastleton  and  St  Boswells  remained  as  for  last  year. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  it  was  decided  that 

f neW  Pu^^c  conveniences  in  Town  Yetholm,  at  an  estimated  cost 

ot  £1,000,  should  be  deferred  because  of  the  Government's  restrictions  on  capital 
expenditure. 

A suggestion  by  St  Boswells  Local  Advisory  Sub-Committee  that  the  toilet  and 
lavatory  accommodation  at  the  bus  station  should  be  extended  was  not  accepted. 

“ Oxigest  ” Sewage  Treatment  Plant: 

The  first  “ Oxigest  ” packaged  sewage  plant  to  be  used  anywhere  in  Great  Britain 
was  put  into  commission  in  course  of  the  year  to  treat  sewage  and  waste  water 
r°m  a private  school  near  Denholm  and  this  new  departure  from  the  rather  more 
conventional  methods  of  sewage  treatment  not  unnaturally  aroused  considerable 
interest  among  engineers  and  sanitarians  throughout  the  country. 

The  plant,  which  has  been  in  use  in  the  United  States  for  some  time,  has  been 
intioduccd  into  this  country  by  a Glasgow  engineering  firm. 

It  opetates  on  the  extended  aeration  system  and.  according  to  the  manufacturers 
Hs  advantages  include: 

(a)  Low  capital  investment  since  the  plant  is  simple  in  construction.  No 
pnmary  settling  tanks  are  required,  the  sewage  passing  through  a bar  screen 
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Plant  being  lowered  onto  concrete  base  pad  in  previously  prepared  excavation. 

Photographs  reproduced  h\  kind  permission  of  Messrs  Meclinns  Limited.  Scoistoun  Iron  Works,  Glasgow,  M 
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Plant  in  final  position  minus  ccntrilugal  compressors.  Note  air  di II User  in  foreground. 
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View  of  piam  snowing  ceniritugal  compressor/air  Diower  units  in  suu.  Note  wincti  and  cable  tor  raising  and  lowering  air 

diffuser, 


which  removes  very  large  solids  and  debris,  before  flowing  directly  into  the 
aeration  tank  where  most  of  the  actual  treatment  takes  place. 

(b)  Simplicity  of  installation  which,  provided  the  necessary  excavation  has  been 

undertaken  beforehand,  can  be  completed  in  a matter  of  hours. 

(c)  Minimum  maintenance  which  can  be  carried  out  by  unskilled  labour. 

(d)  Mobility,  which  means  it  could,  if  necessary,  be  transported  from  one  site  to 
another.  In  addition,  it  is  claimed  to  be  comparatively  if  not  wholly  inodor- 
ous in  operation  because  no  anaerobic  digestion  can  take  place  in  the 
presence  of  excess, air.  This  means  it  can  be  located  close  to  properties 
without  giving  rise  to  nuisance  conditions. 

Certainly,  at  Denholm,  the  plant  was  installed  in  a matter  of  hours.  The  photo- 
graphs, which  are  published  with  the  kind  permission  of  the  suppliers,  show  (a) 
The  tank  being  lowered  into  the  excavation  previously  prepared  to  receive  it; 
<b)  the  tank  in  position;  and  (c)  the  two  electrically  operated  compressors  which 
furnish  the  air  supply  for  the  treatment. 

The  plant  can  be  constructed  in  one  piece  with  aeration  tank  capacities 
ranging  from  2,000-17,000  gallons,  or  in  two  pieces  with  tank  capacities  from 
15.000  - 35,000  gallons. 

The  unit  installed  at  the  school  is  designed  to  give  24  hours'  retention  of  a dry 
weather  flow  of  9,000  gallons. 

Unfortunately,  the  reports  on  the  samples  of  effluent  from  the  plant  were  not 
entirely  satisfactory  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Possibly,  however,  this  may  have 
been  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that,  although  the  design  capacity  is  as  stated  above, 
because  of  an  acute  water  shortage  it  had  to  deal  for  some  considerable  time  with 
little  more  than  3,000  gallons  per  day.  Mr  Waddington,  Inspector  to  the  Tweed 
River  Board,  is  keeping  a close  watch  on  the  actual  operation  of  the  plant  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  future  sample  reports  will  indicate  an  improvement  in  its 
working  efficiency.  There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  pre-packaged  sewage  treat- 
ment plants,  of  which  there  are  a number  of  different  types  on  the  market  at 
present,  can  take  their  place  alongside  the  more  conventional  units  provided  cer- 
tain essential  conditions,  e.g.,  the  provision  of  electricity,  are  fulfilled,  and  it  will 
be  interesting  to  see  to  what  extent  they  are  used  in  the  next  few1  years. 

Direct  Labour  Scavenging  Service: 

With  the  introduction  of  the  above  scheme  on  16th  May,  the  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  service  covering  the  greater  part  of  the  landward  area  was  placed  on 
an  entirely  new  footing. 

Prior  to  this  date  household  and  trade  refuse  from  subjects  within  the  various 
special  districts  was  uplifted  by  private  contractors,  all  of  whom,  it  should  be 
recorded,  carried  out  a not  very  pleasant  and,  at  times,  a not  very  easy  task  with 
goodwill  and  efficiency. 

In  any  scavenging  scheme  operated  by  private  contractors,  however,  there  are 
a number  of  disadvantages,  not  the  least  of  which,  experience  has  shown,  is  the 
difficulty  of  replacing  a contractor  who  gives  notice  of  termination  of  his  contract, 
and  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  prompted  the  County  Council,  after  due 
consideration,  to  place  this  extremely  important  public  health  service  under  the 
direct  administrative  control  of  this  department. 

The  area  covered  by  the  scheme  is  known,  comprehensively,  as  the  Roxburgh- 
shire Regional  Scavenging  District,  and  comprises  the  following  villages: 


Ancrum 

Applctreehall  (a) 

Blainslie  (a) 

Bonchester 

Bowden 

Cavers 

Crailing 

Denholm 

Eckford 


Ednam 

Eildon 

Gattonside 

Hassendean  (a) 

Heiton 

Kirkton 

Kirk  Yetholm 

Lanton 

Lilliesleaf 


Maxton 
Midlent 
Minto  (a) 
Morebattle 
Newntill  (a) 
New'stead 
Newtown 
St  Boswells 
Parkdaill  (a) 


Roberton  (a) 

Roxburgh 

St  Boswells 

Smailholm 

Southdean 

Sprouston 

Stichill 

Teviothead  fa) 
Town  Yetholm 


Note — (a)  indicates  villages,  etc.,  afforded  scavenging  facilities  for  the  first  time  on  1 5/5/61 . 
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In  order  that  the  minimum  financial  burden  should  fall  on  the  ratepayers  it  was 
agreed  that  the  service  should  operate,  initially,  on  the  basis  that  it  provided  a 
once- weekly  collection  throughout  the  district.  This  meant  a 100%  reduction  for 
some  1.500  property  owners  and/or  occupiers,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
only  one  formal  protest  was  lodged  against  this. 

From  a health  point  of  view,  a twice-weekly  refuse  collection,  especially  during 
the  summer  months,  is  obviously  desirable.  If,  however,  the  virtual  absence  of 
official  criticism  of  the  present  scheme  is  any  criterion,  there  would  appear  to  be 
insufficient  grounds  for  considering  the  provision  of  an  overall  twice-weekly 
service  in  the  immediate  future. 

The  bulk  of  the  refuse  is  uplifted  in  a “ S.  & D.”  16/18  cubic  yard  fore  and  aft 
freighter,  a second-hand  “ Karrier  ” 10  cubic  yard  side-loading  vehicle,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  one  of  the  private  contractors,  being  used,  in  the  main,  for 
the  collection  of  trade  refuse  from  Newtown  St  Boswells  and  St  Boswells. 

The  scavenging  crew  comprises  a driver,  a loader/driver  and  a loader  and  f 
gladly  acknowledge  the  first-class  job  of  work  this  team  has  done.  That  the  daily 
schedules,  which  W'e.e  formed  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme  and  after 
two  working  demonstrations  referred  to  in  last  year's  report,  are  quite  com- 
prehensive may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that,  during  the  period  16th  May  to 
31st  December,  the  “ S.  & D."  and  “ Karrier  ” respectively  covered  9,760  miles  and 
1.052  miles,  and  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  efficiency  and  hard  work  of  the  crew  that 
these  schedules  were  not  only  maintained  but,  in  several  instances,  slightly 
extended,  this  despite  the  fact  that,  in  the  interval  between  the  preparation  of  the 
schedules  and  the  commencement  of  the  scheme,  the  working  week  was  reduced 
from  44  to  42  hours. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  position  had  been  reached  where  requests 
for  the  service  had.  reluctantly,  to  be  refused.  Indeed,  the  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  properties  has  been  sufficient,  on  certain  routes,  to  fully  tax  the 
capacities  both  of  the  “ S.  & D.’’  freighter  and  the  trailer,  which  has  proved 
invaluable  for  the  separate  collection  of  salvageable  waste  materials,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  service  could  be  extended  to  serve  any  major  housing  develop- 
ment which  may  take  place  within  the  District  without  making  additional 
journeys  to  the  refuse  depot  at  Newtown  St  Boswells  and  thereby  incurring  a 
limited  amount  of  overtime  duty. 

The  rates  levied  for  the  service,  which  is  provided  for  2,637  or  47-6%  of  all 
properties  in  the  landward  area,  are  as  follows: 

(i)  Properties  on  or  within  100  yards  of 
the  public  road  or  scheduled  route 

(ii)  Properties  between  100  yards  and  j 
mile  from  the  public  road  or  scheduled 
route 

(lii)  Properties  between  i and  j mile  from 

the  public  road  or  scheduled  route  1 / lOd  in  the  £ of  rateable  value. 

(iv)  Properties  between  i and  j mile  from  . , , . 

the  public  road  or  scheduled  route  2/ Id  in  the  £ of  rateable  value. 

Note:  In  all  cases  in  which  rates  at  (ii)  to  (iv)  above  were  levied,  a back 
door  ” collection  was  provided. 


l/4d  in  the  £ of  rateable  value. 
1 / 7d  in  the  £ of  rateable  value. 


In  the  preliminary  notices  issued  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  scheme 
householders  who  had  not  already  done  so  were  requested  to  provicc  a re 
of  standard  specification  and  not  exceeding  3i  cubic  feet  in  caPacl‘y-  a"d  ^ tbe 
end  of  the  year  many  new  bins  were  evident.  It  is  Phasing  t0  ®bJc,  ’ 

also,  that  the  further  request  that  waste  paper  should  be  fo  dtd.^^ 
bundles  was  complied  with  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  and  tbls  i 
helped  to  speed  up  collections  and  thus  maintain  the  very  ig 
referred  to.  „ , , . 

Trade  refuse  from  shops,  hotels,  etc.,  is  col I ccted  as  part  oft  he  no  r^a  1^rvicc 
to  the  extent  of  four  3*  cubic  feet  bins  and  six  3i  cubic  feet  bins  respectively, 


waste  paper  and  cardboard  being  also  uplifted  provided  it  is  tied  securely  in 
bundles.  Any  refuse  in  excess  of  these  quantities  is  removed  on  payment  of  a 
charge  of  6d  per  bin  if  the  vehicle  is  capable  of  taking  the  extra  load  or,  alterna- 
tively, by  means  of  a special  collection  which  is  paid  for  at  an  hourly  rate  of  25s. 

These  arrangements  appear  to  work  very  well. 

Garden  refuse  is  also  collected  during  the  period  April  to  October  on  the  scale 
of  one  bin  per  house  per  week.  This  additional  service  is  particularly  well  received. 

A few  “ teething  troubles  ” apart,  the  scheme,  on  the  whole,  operated  extremely 
satisfactorily,  in  my  opinion,  and  appeared  to  be  well  received,  especially  in  those 
areas  offered  organised  scavenging  facilities  for  the  first  time. 

It  will  be  appreciated,  of  course,  that  in  any  one  vehicle  scavenging  scheme  there 
is  no  margin  for  error.  In  the  event  of  the  “ S.  & D.”  freighter  being  off  the  road 
for  more  than  one  day  the  service  would  require  to  be  temporarily  cancelled  unless  , 
arrangements  could  be  made  with  a neighbouring  local  authority  to  hire  out  one 
of  their  vehicles.  The  supplier’s  agents,  I may  say,  have  promised  to  do  all  they  ; 
;an  to  help  should  such  a contingency  arise. 

Organised  Scavenging  Facilities  oufwith  Direct  Labour  Scavenging  Scheme: 

In  addition  to  the  villages,  etc.,  scavenged  under  the  direct  labour  scheme, 
organised  scavenging  facilities  are  provided  in  Wilton  Dean  and  Neucastleton 
Special  Scavenging  Districts,  respectively,  by  Hawick  Town  Council  and  a local 
private  contractor. 

This  means  that,  in  all,  55-1%  of  all  properties  in  the  landward  area  receive  an 
organised  collection. 

So  far  as  Newcastleton  is  concerned  it  has  been  agreed,  in  principle,  that  it 
should  be  included  in  the  direct  labour  scheme  as  from  May,  1962.  A once-weekly 
service,  similar  to  that  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  provided  after  the  above  date, 
was  laid  on  as  a matter  of  urgency  when  the  contractor  injured  himself  and  was 
unable  to  fulfil  his  contract  for  a period  of  eight  weeks,  and  proved  to  be  com- 
pletely satisfactory. 


Disposal  of  Domestic  and  Trade  Refuse: 

The  bulk  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  the  County  Council's 
main  refuse  depot  at  Newtown  St  Boswells,  the  depots  at  Hawick  (Haughhead)  and 
Kelso  (Softlaw  Quarry)  being  used  to  a much  lesser  extent. 

Refuse  from  Newcastleton,  of  course,  continued  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  local 
depot. 

With  the  incorporation  of  Southdean  in  the  direct  labour  scheme  it  became  no 
longer  necessary  to  use  the  quarry  there,  which  was  kindly  made  available  to  the 
County  Council  by  a local  farmer,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  in  conjunction 
with  the  farmer  to  have  the  area  tidied  up  so  far  as  this  is  practicable. 


Unofficial  Refuse  Depots  and  Depots  no  longer  in  use: 

Apart  from  the  local  refuse  depots  at  Bowden  and  Morebattle,  which  have  not 
been  used  by  the  County  Council  for  some  time  and  in  respect  of  which  “ cleaning 
up  ” operations  are  in  hand,  all  the  small  local  depots  have  been  tidied  up  and 
restored  to  their  former  owners. 

The  work  of  restoration  at  Denholm  was  completed  during  the  year  by  the 
planting  out  of  a number  of  variegated  broom  plants.  This  task  was  undertaken 
by  local  school  children  under  the  supervision  of  their  headmaster  who  raised  the 
plants  in  his  garden,  and  the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  all  who  took  part  in  the 
operation. 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Refuse: 

Disposal  of  refuse  at  Newtowm  St  Boswells  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping 
and  the  work  undertaken  by  the  attendant  to  keep  the  depot  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition and  free  from  nuisance  is  acknowledged.  His  work,  it  is  not  so  pleasing  to 
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"24  ,was  not  made  al?y  easier  by  local  children  who,  despite  police  warnines 
fnH  . H .h"  USlrVhe  deP0t,aS  a Pbiyground  and  whose  ‘‘  playt  me  ’ ac  vnfes’ 
included  the  smashing  of  bott  es  on  the  “ workin°  face  ” of  the  HerJ.V  o i! 

hazard  for  the  freighter-the  displacement  of  poisoned  ba  t for tlfe ^eTtermina'tmn 
of  vermin  and  the  setting  on  hre  of  quantities  of  combustible  waste  materia" 

■ As  m tormer  years,  efforts  were  made  to  keep  the  depot  free  from  flies  and  other 
,nACH-my  rffgularl>'  sPra-v'?g  theu“  irking  face  ” with  an  approved  insecticide 

at  th£  maj°rlty  of  deP°ts  is  the  lack,  in  present-day 
refuse  of  suitable  blinding  material.  At  Newtown  this  is  ofTset  by  bringing  in 
quantities  of  suitable  material  as  and  when  required.  y 8 g 

i ^thCr  dep?K  31  Newcastleton  conditions  did  not  improve  during  the  year 
Indeed,  if  anything  they  deteriorated.  The  depot  is  too  far  from  headquarters  to 

W-if b f •?'  m suPervls,°V- 3 * * * * * * *  11  js  °Pen  to  the  public,  it  also  suffers  from  a 

lack  of  suitable  blinding  material  and,  as  stated  in  last  year’s  report  the  onlv 
solution  appears  to  be  its  closure  when  Newcastleton  is  brought  into  ’the  direct 
labour  scheme. 

In  any  case,  the  " life  of  the  present  depot  is  estimated  at  not  more  than  one 
\ear  and  to  extend  it  would  probably  cost  in  the  region  of  £300  to  £350. 


Salvage: 

Salvage  operations  at  Newtown  St  Boswells  depot  received  a considerable  fillip 
with  the  completion  of  the  new  store  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 

Working  conditions  were  vastly  improved  and  it  is  hoped  this  may  be  reflected 
in  increased  incomes,  in  future  years,  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper.  Unfortunately, 
however,  this  material  is  subject  to  price  fluctuations  which  are  not  conducive  to 
accurate  budgeting. 

During  1961  25  tons  of  waste  paper  were  sold  for  £158  7s  6d,  whilst  the  sale  of 
scrap  metal  brought  in  £5  18s. 

Litter  Bins: 

The  requests  by  village  committees  for  the  provision  of  litter  bins  continued 
during  the  year  and  to  meet  them  6 small  bins  were  erected  in  Ancrum,  whilst 
3 bins  of  a large  type  were  placed  on  Denholm  green. 

All  bins  were  emptied  as  part  of  the  direct  labour  scavenging  scheme,  as  were 
the  bins  placed  by  the  Roads  Department  at  various  lay-byes  throughout  the 
county. 

Undoubtedly  the  bins  serve  a most  useful  purpose  and,  apart  from  minor  repairs 
resulting  from  the  inevitable  acts  of  vandalism,  little  money  was  spent  on  their 
general  upkeep. 

Street  Sweeping  and  Grass  Cutting: 

Streets  were  swept  and  grass  cut  as  a matter  of  routine  in  Bowden,  Kirk  Yet- 
holm,  Morebattle,  Newcastleton,  Newtow'n  St  Boswells,  St  Boswells  and  Town 
Yetholm  by  the  special  districts  officers  appointed  to  carry  out  full-time  duties  in 
these  villages.  In  addition,  grass  was  cut  in  Midlem,  although  the  streets  in  this 
village  did  not  receive  attention. 

It  is  becoming  more  apparent,  however,  that  ratepayers  in  a number  of  other 
villages  in  the  county  will  not  be  satisfied  until  the  above  services  are  extended  to 
their  areas,  and  it  is  hoped  to  submit  a report  on  the  formation  of  a mobile  street 
sweeping  and  grass  cutting  squad  early  in  1962. 

3.  Water  Supplies: 

Whilst  the  supervision  and  maintenance  of  public  water  supplies  in  the  landward 

area  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Road  Surveyor’s  department,  this 

department  undertook  the  regular  sampling  of  both  public  and  private  supplies. 

The  department  was  also  called  upon,  on  a number  of  occasions,  to  advise  on 

remedial  measures  for  these  private  supplies  which,  on  analysis,  proved  to  be 

unsuitable  for  dietetic  purposes. 

In  all,  146  samples  were  taken  as  compared  with  165  last  year. 

More  specific  details  are  included  in  the  following  table: 
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Supply 

i 

Results 

Sample 

s taken 

C 

hemica 

Bac 

tenological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Public 

34 

34 

29 

3 

2 

30 

— 

4 

Private 

26 

52 

20 

5 

(a) 

1 

32 

3 

17 

Noth:  (a)  Includes  a supply  which,  because  of  its  high  nitrate  content  (7  65 
p.p.m.)  was  deemed  by  the  analyst  to  be  capable,  in  theory,  of 
causing  methaemoglobinuria  in  very  young  children.  For  this  reason 
the  consumers  were  advised  not  to  use  the  water  when  making  up 
food  for  their  infants. 


PART  III— HOUSING 
Building  and  Buildings,  Scotland: 

Draft  Building  Standards  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1961: 

The  Draft  Regulations  which  the  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  make  under 
the  Building  (Scotland)  Act,  1959,  were  published  in  course  of  the  Year,  together 
with  a memorandum  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  designed  to 
facilitate  the  consideration  of  the  draft,  and  interested  bodies  have  been  given  until 
February,  1962,  to  submit  comments. 

The  Regulations  are  intended  to  replace  the  Model  Building  Byelaws  for  burghs 
and  counties  published  in  1953  and,  when  finally  made — in  the  summer  of  1962.  it 
is  hoped — will  be  administered  in  counties  by  Building  Authorities  appointed  by 
each  local  authority  from  its  membership. 

The  Regulations  will  be  applied  by  an  official  designated  Master  of  Works  and. 
in  terms  of  the  1959  Act,  the  Secretary  is  empowered  to  prescribe  qualifications 
for  this  appointment,  together  with  a date  on  which  they  shall  become  effective. 

The  draft  regulations,  while  voluminous,  are  nevertheless,  in  my  opinion  reason- 
ao  y easy  to  read  and  understand  and,  undoubtedly,  when  they  become  law  thev 
will  provide  a degree  of  uniformity  and  flexibility  not  hitherto  achieved  bv  building 
control  legislation  in  this  country. 

They  appear  to  be  more  comprehensive  than  the  present  building  byelaws  and 
they  more  realistically  acknowledge  and  take  into  consideration  the  advances  made 
over  the  past  few  years  in  building  design  and  technique.  This,  it  is  suggested,  is 
particularly  apparent  in  the  parts  dealing,  respectively,  with: 

(i)  The  classification  both  of  buildings  and  roofs. 

(ii)  Structural  fire  precautions. 

(iii)  Ventilation. 

(iv)  Housing  standards. 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950— Part  II: 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952: 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  I: 

(I)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  1950  Act  were 

scrvi'fi! 


on  the  owner*  ° S<Tctlon  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  were  served 
cons?der<^l  m dC710  d P/°?ertles  which-  following  detailed  surveys,  were 

at  Reasonable  cost  ^ °F  ma"  hab,tat,on  and  ^capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit 
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(i)  Catshawhill  Cottage,  Raperlaw. 

(ii)  Springfield,  Ancrum  Common. 

(iii)  Greenend  Farm  Cottages  (2),  Ancrum. 

(iv)  North  Lodge,  Camptown,  Jedburgh. 

(v)  Grange  Cottage,  Southdean. 

(vi)  Shotheads  Cottage,  Oxnam. 

(yii)  Leaderfoot  Cottage,  Melrose. 

(viii)  Cottage  at  Nether  Blainslie. 

(ix)  Farm  Cottage,  Langlee,  Jedburgh. 

(x)  Ivy  Cottage,  Commonside,  Teviothead. 

(xi)  East  House,  Changehouse,  Teviothead. 

(xii)  West  House,  Changehouse,  Teviothead. 

(xiii)  Spittal-on-Rule  Farm  Cottages  (3). 

(viv)  Old  Toll  House,  Spittal-on-Rule. 

(xv)  Lilac  Cottage,  Lilliesleaf  (a). 

(xvi)  Old  Tollhouse,  Whitlaw. 

(xvii)  Old  Tollhouse,  Lowood. 

(xviii)  Sunlaws  Mains  Farm  Cottages  (2),  Heiton. 

(xix)  Smithy  Cottage,  Graden. 

(xx)  Raesknowe  Cottage,  Newmill. 

(xxi)  Brieryyards  Lodge,  Hawick. 

(xxii)  21/22  Langholm  Street,  Newcastleton. 

(xxiii)  Cottage  near  Crailing  Church. 

Ixxiv)  Eastmost  cottage  in  row  of  four,  Caverton  Mill  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso. 

(xxv)  Cottage  adjoining  eastmost  cottage,  Caverton  Mill  Farm,  Kelso. 

(xxvi)  Hoselaw  Mains  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (cottage  at  south-east  end  of  block  of 


(xxviii)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso. 

(xxix)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso  (previously  Post  Office  House), 
(xxx)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso  (adjoining  old  Post  Office), 
(xxxi)  Linton  View,  Teapot  Street,  Morebattle. 

(xxxii)  Post  Office  House,  Eckford. 

(xxxiii)  House  at  Stables,  Abbotsford. 

(xxxiv)  West  Cottage,  Whitelee,  Galashiels. 

(xxxv)  Centre  Cottage,  Whitelee,  Galashiels. 

(xxxvi)  Williamlaw  Cottage,  Galashiels. 

(xxxvii)  Sunlaws  Mains  Farmhouse,  Kelso. 

(xxxviii)  East  Cottage,  Fulton,  Bedrule. 

(xxxix)  West  Cottage,  Fulton,  Bedrule. 

(xl)  Cavers  Carre  Cottage  (on  roadside  near  Clanlaw  Burn). 

(xli)  Gardener’s  Cottage,  Clarilaw  Farm. 

(xlii)  Viewbank,  Midlem. 

(xliii)  South  Lodge,  Ancrum. 

(xliv)  Cottage  at  Cunzierton,  Jedburgh. 

(xlv)  Old  Tollhouse,  Mackside,  Southdean. 

(xlvi)  Swinsidc  Townhead  Farmhouse. 

(xlvii)  Pond  House,  Cleuchhead,  Bonchester  Bridge. 

" ge- 


(xxvii)  Hoselaw  Mains  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (house  No.  2 from  south-east  end  of 


four  houses) 


block  of  four  houses). 


subsequently  converted  into  garages 

57 


(2)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  served: 

(i)  Cottages  (3),  Spittal-on-Rule. 

(ii)  Houses,  21/22  Langholm  Street,  Newcastleton. 

(3)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  served: 

Nil, 

(4)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Undertakings  “ Not  to  Re-let  ” accepted: 

(i)  Ivy  Cottage,  Commonside. 

(ii)  East  House,  Changehouse,  Teviothead. 

(iii)  West  House,  Changehouse,  Teviothead. 

(iv)  Sunlaws  Mains  Farm  Cottages  (2),  Heiton. 

(v)  Brieryyards  Lodge.  Hawick. 

(vi)  Raesknowe  Cottage,  Newmill. 

(vii)  Riverview,  Lilliesleaf. 

(viii)  Heathfield  Cottage,  Bonchester  Bridge. 

(ix)  Glen  Cottages  (East  and  West),  Wolfelee,  Bonchester  Bridge  (a). 

(x)  West  End,  Sprouston  (a). 

Note:  (a)  Referred  to  in  last  year's  report. 


(5>  'December ^960*  °f  Wh'Ch  °"ners  Proposals  had  not  been  submitted  by  31st 

(i)  Catshawhili  Cottage,  Raperlaw. 

(ii)  Cottage,  Nether  Blainslie. 

(iii)  Springfield,  Ancrum  Common. 

(iv)  Greenend  Farm  Cottages  (2),  Ancrum. 

(v)  North  Lodge,  Camptown. 

(vi)  Caverton  Mill  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (eastmost  cottage  in  row  of  four). 

(vii)  Caverton  Mill  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (cottage  adjoining  eastmost  cottage), 
(vm)  Hoselaw  Mains  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (cottage  at  south-east  end  of  block  of 


(ix)  Hoselaw  Mains  Farm  Cottages,  Kelso  (house  No.  2 from  south-east  end  of 

block  of  four  houses). 

(x)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso. 

(xi)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso  (previously  Post  Office  House). 

(xu)  House  at  East  End,  Smailholm,  Kelso  (adjoining  old  Post  Office). 

(xm)  Linton  View,  Teapot  Street,  Morebattle. 

(xiv)  Post  Office  House,  Eckford. 

(xv)  House  at  Stables,  Abbotsford. 

(xvi)  West  Cottage,  Whitelee,  Galashiels. 

(xvii)  Centre  Cottage,  Whitelee,  Galashiels. 

(xviii)  Williamlaw  Cottage,  Galashiels. 

(xix)  Sunlaws  Mains  Farmhouse,  Kelso. 

(xx)  East  Cottage,  Fulton,  Bedrule. 

(xxi)  West  Cottage,  Fulton,  Bedrule. 


(xxu)  Cavers  Carre  Cottage  (on  roadside  near  Clarilaw  Burn), 
(xxm)  Gardener's  Cottage,  Clarilaw  Farm. 

(xxiv)  Viewbank,  Midlem. 

(xxv)  South  Lodge,  Ancrum. 

(xxvi)  Cottage  at  Cunzierton,  Jedburgh. 

(xxvii)  Old  Tollhouse,  Macksidc,  Southdcan. 

(xxviii)  Swinside  Townhead  Farmhouse. 
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(xxix)  Pond  House,  Cleuchhead,  Bonchester  Bridge, 
(xxx)  Wolfehopelee  Farmhouse,  Bonchester  Bridge, 
(xxxi)  Wolfehopelee  Farm  Cottage,  Bonchester  Bridge. 


(6)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  final  statutory  action  to  be  taken  had  not  been 
decided  by  31st  December,  1961: 

(i)  Old  Toll  House,  Spittal-on-Rule  (a). 

(ii)  Old  Toll  House,  Whitlaw. 

(iii)  Old  Toll  House,  Lovvood  (b). 

(iv)  Smithy  Cottage,  Graden. 

(v)  Cottage,  Crailing  Neuk. 

(vi)  Grange  Cottage,  Southdean  (b). 

(vii)  Shotheads  Cottage,  Oxnam. 

(viii)  Leaderfoot  Cottage,  Melrose. 

(ix)  Fairs  Cottage,  Langlee,  Jedburgh. 

Notks:  (a)  The  County  Architect  has  been  asked  to  report  as  to  the  suitability 
of  this  property  for  acquisition  by  the  County  Council  with  the 

view  to  reconstruction.  , 

(b)  The  owners  of  these  properties  are  to  submit  proposals,  it  is  hoped 
early  in  1962,  for  their  modernisation  with  the  aid  of  discretionary' 
grants. 


Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  Section  1:  . . .• 

Proposals  for  dealing  with  Unfit  Houses  during  the  three  years  period  ending 

31st  December,  1961:  , ,, 

The  service  of  the  Section  9 notices  referred  to  under  (1)  above  completed  I t 
County  Council's  original  programme  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  so  tar  a. 

privately-owned  unfit  houses  were  concerned.  , . he 

F At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  41  owner-occupied  houses  were  known  to  be 
wholly  unfit  and  it  was  agreed  that  these  should  be  dealt  with  during  t e yea^ 
1st  January  1962- 31st  December,  1964.  together  with  approximately  ■ 

llhich ; affiuih  placed  in  Category  “C,”  i.e„  unfit  but 

fit  at  reasonable  expense,  following  the  physical  sui'vey  un 'er  the  ’t  seven 

in  the  valuation  roll  as  “ uninhabitable  presumably  _e  surnlus  to  require- 

vears  they  have  been  vacated  and  their  owners  now  find  them  surplus  to  require 

grant,  to  instal  the  necessary  facilities,  always  provided  it  is  reasonao.y  p 

to  do  so.  relates  to  wholly  unfit  houses,  was  submitted  to 

The  programme,  in  so  tar  as  it  relates  io  ™ y . 

the  Department  of  Health  for  the  Secretary  of  State  s approval. 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950— Part  VII  (as  amended): 

Improvement  (Discretionary)  Grants:  f„  .lncier  the 

Only  .37  houses  were  improved  or  converte  wi  1953  No  doubt  this 

above  Act.  This  was  fewer  than  in  a"y  °n5  v . (he  fact  t|iat  the  estates  and 
reduction  can  be  at  least  partially  account  iiaving  fully  modernised  the  great 
other  multi-property  owners  in  this  ar  , 6 longer  necessary  to  take 

majority  of  their  houses  over  the  past  U year  , houses  many  of  which,  in 

advantage  of  the  scheme  for  improving  their  remaining  houses,  n y 

any  case,  are  surplus  to  immediate  r®^u,r®m.cnfQ  consideration  whether,  if  instead 
At  the  same  time,  however.  I suggest  it  “works  of  improvements  or 

of  the  grants  being  limited  to  50%  crc'  increased,  by  amending  legislation. 

£400  whichever  is  the  lesser  figure  they  building  costs,  this  would  give  an 

to  more  accurately  take  account  of  .incre.a.sri"g j^hS'af ea°thc  standard  of  housing 
otherwise  sound  scheme,  and  one  under  which,  n this  area, 

has  been  raised  very  considerably,  ad^d^'7icanons  dealt  with,  sizes  of  houses 
Specific  details  of  the  number  of  afP'1“V|°"*tcd  table: 
improved  and  grants  paid  are  included  in 
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Lodged  5 

P 

Approved  o' 

C/5 

Site  Visits, 
meetings 
with 

Architects, 

etc. 

Houses  Involved 
Apartments 

Estimated 

Cost 

of  Works 

Amount  Paid 
by  way  of 
Grants 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 + 

25 

25 

96 

3 

7 

20 

4 

3 

£35,399  2 1 

£11,108  19  10 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Ac},  1959 — Pari  III: 

Standard  Grants: 

Rather  surprisingly,  only  1 1 applications,  20  fewer  than  last  year,  were  submitted 
tor  standard  grants.  After  examination  of  the  houses  involved,  followed,  in  three 
instances,  by  the  submission  of  amended  layout  plans  which  complied  with  the 
building  byelaws,  all  were  approved. 

As  with  the  discretionary  grant  scheme,  the  fact  that  grant  payable  towards  the 
cost  of  installing  all  5 standard  amenities  is  only  £155  may  have  something  to  do 
with  the  apparent  lack  of  interest  shown  in  the  scheme  by  property  owners.  If 
this  is  the  case,  at  a time  when  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses  by  land- 
lords is  receiving  consideration,  might  it  not  help  the  present  voluntary  scheme  if 
the  grants  paid  to  applicants  more  adequately  compensated  them  for  their  total 
outlays? 

The  amenities  provided  by  the  1 1 applications  were  as  follows: 


(0  Bath,  wash-hand  basin,  W.C.,  hot  water  supply,  larder  2 

0j)  Bath,  wash-hand  basin,  hot  water  supply,  larder  3 

(iii)  Bath,  wash-hand  basin,  W.C.,  hot  water  supply  1 

(iv)  Bath,  wash-hand  basin,  W.C 

(v)  Wash-hand  basin,  W.C.,  Larder 

(vi)  Wash-hand  basin,  hot  water  supply 

vii)  Wash-hand  basin  -> 


Total  II 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952— Section  3: 

Provision  of  New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers: 

Three  applications  involving  the  erection  of  3 x 4-apartment  houses  were 
approved  in  terms  of  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  of  Assistance  for  the  provision 
of  houses  for  agricultural  workers. 

Grants  totalling  £900  were  paid. 

Building  Byelaws: 

Applications  Approved: 

161  Building  Byelaw  applications  were  examined  and  finally  approved,  condi- 
Voilf  %-u r unconditionally.  This  compares  w-ith  191  applications  dealt  with  in 
IU6U.  I he  undernoled  table  gives  specific  details: 

(i)  Erection  of  new  houses 

(ii)  Alterations  to  existing  houses 

(iii)  Conversion  of  existing  houses 

(iv)  Erection  of  Trade  Premises 

(v)  Conversion  of  Trade  Premises 

(vi)  Erection  or  extension  of  garages 

(vii)  Alterations  to  school  buildings 
(viii)  Provision  of  toilet  accommodation 

Ox)  Erection  ol  or  alterations  to  farm  buildings 

(x)  Erection  of  places  of  worship 

(xi)  Miscellaneous 


Total  ....  161  (191) 

Note:  Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  I960. 
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18 

59 

2 

1 

7 
43 

3 

2 

8 
1 

17 


(19) 

(82) 

(13) 
(3) 
(9) 

(41) 

(3) 

(6) 

(14) 
(I) 


Applications  Refused: 

Whilst  no  applications  were  finally  turned  down,  it  was  necessary,  as  in  former 
years,  to  adjust  a number  of  structural  details,  together  with  several  internal  lay- 
outs, in  order  that  the  applications  might  conform  to  the  Building  Byelaws. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  department  to  furnish  applicants,  or  their  agents,  with 
sketch  plans  where  it  is  felt  these  can  be  of  some  assistance  and,  while  these  draw- 
ings are  not  comparable  with  and  are  in  no  way  meant  to  substitute  for  plans 
prepared  by  a Registered  Architect,  it  is  felt  they  do  serve  a useful  purpose  and 
they  are  invariably  well  received.  In  a number  of  instances,  indeed,  sketch  plans 
setting  out  the  department's  ideas  are  requested  before  a formal  application  is 
made  to  an  architect  or  a builder. 

Contraventions: 

When  the  department  is  notified  that  works  in  respect  of  which  building  byelaw 
approval  was  issued  are  completed,  the  premises  are  inspected  and,  in  no  case,  was 
a contravention  of  the  byelaws  noted. 

Acknowledgments: 

The  various  duties  for  which  the  department  is  responsible  under  the  heading 
“ Housing  ” could  not  have  been  undertaken  without  the  help  and  co-operation  of 
proprietors,  tenants,  architects  and  tradesmen,  and  the  assistance  given  by  these 
people  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  So,  too,  is  the  expert  advice  which  the 
department  has  come  to  expect  from  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research's  Building  Research  Station  at  Thorntonhall, 
Glasgow,  to  whom,  as  in  former  years,  a number  of  building  byelaw  queries  were 
posed. 

Drain  Tests: 

73  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  testing  1,535  yards  of  4"  diameter  and 
191  yards  of  6"  diameter  drain  pipes,  none  of  which,  finally,  failed  the  particular 
tests  applied  to  them. 

New  Houses: 

Certificates  of  Occupation: 

8 certificates,  7 fewer  than  last  year,  were  issued  in  respect  of  new  houses  which, 
on  final  examination,  were  found  to  have  been  completed  in  accordance  with 
approved  plans  and  specifications  and  were  considered  to  be  fit,  in  all  respects,  foi 
human  habitation. 


Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  Part  II: 

Rent  Act,  1957: 

No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  terms  of  the  above 
Acts. 


Local  Authority  Housing: 

1961  Programme: 

The  following  building  programme  was  approved: 


Denholm 
Wilton  Dean 


Newcastleton 


8 x 2-apartment  houses. 

2 blocks  of  2 x 4-apartment  houses  constructed  in 
such  a way  that  each  block  of  two  4-apartment 
houses  could  be  converted  into  an  8-apartment 
house  to  provide  for  a very  large  family. 

4 x 2-apartment  houses. 

4 x 3-apartmcnt  houses. 

3 lock-up  garages. 

4 x 2-apartment  houses. 

4 x 3-apartmcnt  houses. 

6 x 2-apartment  houses. 

4 x 3-apartment  houses. 

6 lock-up  garages. 

Note:  (a)  These  houses  to  be  used  in  the  first  instance  for  the  tra'lsl^. 

tenants  from  temporary  houses  to  permit  of .the  first  steps  being 
taken  to  replace  those  houses  with  permanent  houses. 


Newtown  St  Boswells  (a) 
St  Boswells  (a) 
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Houses  completed  or  under  construction  at  31  / 1 2/61 : 

The  following  houses  were  either  completed  or  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year: 

Heiton  1 x 2-apartment  house  (conversion). 

Lilliesleaf  1 x 2-apartment  house  (conversion). 

1 x 2-apartment  house  (new). 

In  addition,  the  acquisition  of  the  house  in  the 
Main  Street  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  was 
completed  with  vacant  possession  at  Martinmas, 
1961,  and  the  County  Architect  is  to  submit  pro- 
posals for  its  reconstruction. 

Private  Enterprise  Housing: 

Houses  completed  or  under  coastruction  at  31/12/61: 

Details  of  private  houses  built  or  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  are 
included  in  the  following  table: 


Size  of  House 

Traditional 

Non-Traditional 

Total 

2 



3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

10 

I 

11 

5 

6 

1 

7 

5 + 

2 

— 

2 

Temporary  Dwellings: 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960: 

It  was  agreed  that  the  undernoted  standards  should  be  adopted  in  connection 
with  the  granting  of  site  licences  for  holiday  sites: 

(a)  There  must  be  a minimum  distance  of  20  feet  between  caravans. 

(b)  Where  caravans  are  to  remain  on  the  same  stance  permanently,  hard  standings 
must  be  provided  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  County  Council. 

(c)  There  must  be  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  under 
reasonable  continuous  pressure  provided  on  the  site — the  number  of  stand- 
pipes to  be  fixed  by  the  County  Council. 

<d)  A drainage  system  adequate  for  the  complete  and  hygienic  disposal  of  foul 
water  should  be  provided  and  lavatory  drainage  should  be  discharged  to  a 
public  sewer  or,  if  that  is  impracticable,  disposed  of  as  prescribed  bv  the 
County  Council. 

(e)  For  every  fifteen  caravans  or  part  of  that  number  there  must  be  provided 
one  W.C.  and  one  urinal  stall  (or  two  W.C.s)  for  men  and  two  W.C.s  for 
women  and  wash  basins  must  be  provided  at  the  rate  of  one  for  each  W.C. — 
these  facilities  to  be  provided  in  weatherproof  buildings  of  durable  con- 
struction. 

(I)  A refuse  bin  of  1)  cubic  feet  capacity  must  be  provided  for  each  caravan 
and  the  refuse  from  individual  caravans  must  be  cleared  daily  to  communal 
ret  use  bins  which  must  be  emptied  under  arrangements  approved  by  the 
County  Council  and  cleansed  at  least  once  per  week. 

(g)  Fire-fighting  equipment  must  be  provided  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Countv 
Council. 

• !?  thf,r,°uLJrse  °*  '*le  yuar  <!  applications  for  licences  for  existing  sites  were  dealt 
'Mth.  With  one  exception— a site  restricted  in  use  to  2 caravans— all  failed  to 
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c°me  lip  t°  the  above  standard  and  it  is  anticipated  the  owners  will  be  given  a 
specified  time  within  which  to  provide  the  necessary  facilities. 

In  addition,  discussions  were  held  with  2 prospective  site  owners,  neither  of 
whom  by  the  end  of  the  year,  had  stated  whether  or  not  they  were  prepared  to 
bring  the  sites  up  to  standard.  F F 

The  occupation  of  a single  caravan  was  approved  in  terms  of  the  Council's 
Byelaws  for  Tents  Vans  and  Sheds.  A further  application,  also  to  occupy  a 
caravan,  was  turned  down  because  of  water  supply  and  drainage  difficulties. 


PART  IV — FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs: 

New  Legislation: 

The  undernoted  Regulations  and  Amendment  Regulations  came  into  operation 
during  the  year: 


(1)  The  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Fat  Milk  (Scotland)  Regulations,  I960: 

These  Regulations  control  the  labelling  and  advertising  of  the  “ specified  foods,” 
that  is,  “skimmed  milk  with  non-fat  milk  ” and  the  same  product  in  condensed  or 
dried  form,  these  being  defined  in  the  Regulations  by  reference  to  their  appearance 
and  constituents. 


(2)  The  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1961: 

Hitherto  all  wines,  except  those  obtained  by  the  fermentation  in  the  district  of 
origin  of  the  juice  or  freshly  gathered  grapes,  have  had  to  be  labelled  to  show 
their  fruit  basis  and  alcohol  content. 

The  effect  of  these  Regulations  is  to  extend  the  exemption  from  these  labelling 
requirements  to  all  wines  obtained  by  fermentation  of  the  juice  of  grapes  and  not 
subject  to  any  process  so  as  to  alter  their  character. 


(3)  The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Amendment  Regulations,  1961: 

These  Regulations  amend  the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  in  two 
respects.  First,  they  clarify  references  in  the  existing  regulations  to  persons 
“ engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  ” in  order  to  make  it  clear  that  the  regulations 
do  not  apply  to  persons  who,  although  they  handle  food,  are  nevertheless  not 
engaged  in  a “ food  business  ” as  defined  in  the  regulations  (an  example  is  an 
agricultural  worker  harvesting  potatoes).  Secondly,  they  amend  the  prescribed 
methods  of  washing  and  rinsing  utensils  so  as  to  permit  the  use  in  Scotland  ot 
machines  which  operate  by  certain  methods  not  allowed  under  the  1959  Regulations 
(viz.,  by  using  cold  water  only,  or  by  using  hot  and  cold  water  in  a dillerent 
sequence  from  any  of  the  ways  already  permitted).  Machines  which  do  not  make 
use  of  hot  water  at  any  stage  are,  however,  under  the  Amendment  Regulations  not 
to  be  used  for  the  cleaning  of  drinking  vessels  which  have  contained  milk  oi 
beverages  with  a fat  content  of  4%  or  more;  such  vessels  must,  as  hitheito.  e 

washed  with  hot  water.  f 

In  addition  to  the  above,  representative  bodies  were  given  the  opportunity  oi^ 
submitting  comments  on  regulations  which  the  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  make 
(a)  for  Bread  and  Flour,  and  (b)  on  Soft  Drinks. 


Tlie  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959: 

Except  for  a period  of  3 to  4 weeks  during  the  height  of  the  ho h day  season, 
food  premises  in  the  county  were  again  visited  at  regular  intervals  a p - 

to  judge  by  the  large  number  of  improvements  carried  out,  con  i t- 
extremely  effective.  Not  every  business  was  up  to  the  standard  demanded  by  he 
Regulations  at  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  and  until  this  goa  is  c. 
department  cannot  be  wholly  satisfied  with  its  cflorts. 
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The  Regulations  have  been  in  operation  for  just  over  2 years  now  and  it  may  be 
pertinent,  in  the  circumstances,  to  make  one  or  two  general  observations. 

Primarily,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of  “ food  traders  ” are  con- 
versant with  the  terms  of  the  Regulations  which,  it  should  be  remembered,  were 
introduced  in  order  that  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  might  be  kept  to  an 
absolute  minimum,  and  are  making  efforts  to  ensure  they  are  being  complied 
with  so  far  as  premises  and  working  conditions  will  permit.  In  this  connection  a 
number  of  bakers  in  this  area  undoubtedly  have  particularly  difficult  problems  to 
solve.  Their  premises,  which  they  do  not  always  own,  are  not  entirely  suitable, 
structurally,  for  the  work  carried  out  therein  and,  for  a number  of  different 
reasons,  they  cannot  hope  to  undertake  extensive  alterations.  Probably  by  reason 
of  the  type  of  work,  too,  some  bakers’  premises  tend  to  look  more  untidy  than 
they  should  at  certain  times  of  the  working  day.  That  they  can,  however,  appear 
extremely  tidy  and  satisfactory,  if  the  necessary  care  and  attention  is  devoted  to 
regular  daily  cleansing  and,  also  quite  important,  the  removal  of  all  empty  boxes, 
cartons,  containers,  etc.,  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  their 
business,  is  evident  from  the  many  good  shops  visited. 

If  every  baker  and,  indeed,  every  person  engaged  in  a food  business  ensured 
that  the  condition  of  the  back  shop  was  comparable  with  the  front,  there  would 
be  few  food  hygiene  difficulties.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  the  installation  of 
the  necessary  equipment  and  cleansing  facilities  is  not,  in  itself,  sufficient  to 
guarantee  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene.  I should  say  this  will  never  exceed 
the  standard  set  by  the  proprietor,  manager,  supervisor,  etc.  The  degree  of 
co-operation  obtaining  between  management  and  staff  also  plays  an  important 
part,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  attained  as  does  the  attention  paid 
to  the  basic  staff  requirements,  e.g.,  adequate  messroom,  toilet  and  locker  accom- 
modation. Businesses  in  which  those  facilities  are  provided  and  maintained  in 
sound  order,  not  always,  but  quite  often,  attract  the  better  and  in  consequence  the 
more  hygiene-minded  type  of  employee,  and  if  the  annual  turn-over  of  staff  can  be 
kept  to  a minimum  this,  too,  helps. 

Finally,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  goodwill  and  co-operation 
afforded  the  department  by  almost  all  the  traders  visited. 

Between  them,  it  is  possibly  not  always  realised,  they  have  spent  several  thousands 
of  pounds  on  improvements  and  when  they  and  their  staffs  become  fully  hygiene- 
conscious, as  I am  sure  they  will  as  time  goes  on.  the  benefits  of  this  expenditure 
will  make  themselves  apparent  in  a very  much  improved  standard  of  hygiene. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  2: 

Sale  of  Food  not  of  Nature,  Substance  or  Quality  Demanded: 

The  following  complaints  under  the  above  heading  were  dealt  with: 

(1)  Complaint  that  an  admixture  of  butter  and  margarine  was  served  in  a 
restaurant,  as  part  of  a meal,  instead  of  pure  butter. 

This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manageress,  who  stated  that  if  butter 
was  specifically  requested  it  was  served,  otherwise  a mixture  of  butter  and 
margarine  was  provided.  The  menu  was  scrutinised  and  there  wras  no  refer- 
ence to  "butter''  on  it.  In  the  circumstances,  it  was  felt  no  further  action 
was  merited. 

(2)  Complaint  that  a j-pint  bottle  of  “ Pasteurised  " milk  delivered  as  part  of  a 
daily  consignment  to  the  canteen  of  a firm  of  manufacturers  contained  a 
quantity  of  grit. 

In  this  instance  a thorough  inspection  was  made  of  the  pasteurising  plant, 
following  which  a warning  letter  w'as  sent  to  the  firm  concerned. 
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Foods  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  6(1): 

Isabels  and  Advertisements  Describing  Incorrectly  Food  or  Drugs: 

Included  in  31  formal  and  2 informal  whisky  samples  taken  in  course  of  the 
year  were  6,  4 formal  and  2 informal,  which  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public 
Analyst  as  Genuine  in  so  far  as  the  strength  of  each  brand  of  whisky  was 
found  to  be  higher  than  the  statutory  minimum  of  35°  under  proof. 

The  4 formal  samples  varied,  however,  between  69-76°  and  69-65°  of  proof  and, 
as  they  were  sold  from  bottles  having  displayed  on  them  labels  which  bore  that  the 
whiskies  were  70°  proof,  the  sellers  were  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  offences  involving 
the  contravention  of  Section  6(1)  of  the  Act.  It  was  agreed,  in  the  circumstances, 
to  dispatch  letters  of  warning. 

One  of  the  sellers  was  particularly  disturbed  at  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
County  Council  and  asked  for  informal  samples  to  be  taken  from  bottles  to  be 
unsealed  by  the  sampling  officer.  His  request  was  complied  with  and  the  Analyst 
again  reported  that  both  samples  were  “ Genuine.”  On  this  occasion,  however,  the 
whiskies  varied  from  69-65°  to  69-42°  under  proof  and,  in  view  of  the  terms  of 
the  suppliers’  warranties  which  were  scrutinised  by  the  sampling  officer,  the  firms 
were  written  to.  Both  replied  to  the  effect  that  they  had  been  able  to  trace  the 
bottling  rotations  of  the  particular  consignments  involved  and  that  the  readings 
made  independently  by  the  Customs  and  Excise  and  themselves  clearly  showed 
the  strengths  to  be  30°  under  proof.  In  the  light  of  these  observations  it  was  felt 
there  was  no  point  in  proceeding  further  with  the  matter.  It  is  likely,  however, 
that  similar  offences  will  be  committed  in  future  without,  it  appears,  local 
authorities  being  able  to  do  very  much  about  it  unless,  of  course,  amending  legis- 
lation authorising  a degree  of  tolerance  was  to  be  brought  into  operation. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Sections  8-11: 

Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption: 

In  the  course  of  the  year  the  undernoted  articles  of  food  were  seized,  with  the 
consent  of  the  owners,  and  disposed  of  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

Article 
Cooked  Ham 
Chopped  Ham 
Pressed  Beef 


lbs.  ozs. 

40  14 

8 
6 


F'ood  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Sections  28-34: 

(i)  Sampling: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  all  formal  and  informal  samples  procured, 
together  with  information  as  to  the  number  found,  on  examination  by  the  I ublic 
Analyist,  to  be  non-genuine: 
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Articles  Sampled 

Numb 

er  of  Samples 

Number  of 
Non-Genuine  Samples 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Apple  Jelly  



1 

I 



Apple  and  Raspberry  Jam 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Barley  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Brandy  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Butter  

— 

1 

1 



- 



Cheese  and  Onion  Spread 

— 

1 

1 



• 



Chicken  Meat  Paste 

— 

1 

1 



- 

Chicken  Broth  Strained  .... 

— 

1 

1 



Chicken  Soup,  Cube 

— 

1 

1 



. 

Cheese 

— 

2 

2 





___ 

Crab  and  Lobster  Paste  .... 

— 

1 

1 



Creamed  Fish  Strained 

— 

1 

1 

Chutney  Sauce  

— 

1 

1 



_ _ 

Double  Cream 

— - 

4 

4 



Dried  Apricots  

— 

1 

1 







Farex  

— 

1 

1 

. 





Gin 

1 



1 



Ginger  

— 

1 

1 

i 



Grapefruit  Juice  

— 

1 

1 



Ham  and  Tongue  Paste  .... 

— 

1 

1 



Ice  Cream 

— 

9 

9(a) 

Ice  Cream  Ready  Mix 

— 

1 

i 



Icing  Sugar 

— 

1 

1 

. 

Ideal  Sauce 

— 

1 

1 

Instant  Coffee 

— 

2 

2 

Junket  Powder 



1 

1 

Lancashire  Rarebit 

— 

1 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

— 

1 

1 

Lard  

— 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

— 

2 

2 

Milk  

3 

19 

22 

Mince  

23 



23 

1 

1 

Mustard  

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Drink 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Juice 

— 

2 

2 

Peanut  Butter 

— 

1 

1 

Pilchards  

— 

1 

1 

Potato  Crisps 

. 

1 

1 

Pork  Pie  



1 

1 

Potted  Salmon 

— 

1 

1 

Quick  Jel  



1 

1 

Rice  

Rum 

4 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sago  Creamola 



1 

1 

Sausages 

7 

7 

Table  Jelly  .... 



3 

3 

Tomato  Juice 
Vegetable  Soup 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whisky 

31 

2 

33 

White  Pepper 



2 

2 

Aspirin 



1 

1 

1 

1 

Boric  Acid  Ointment 
Camphorated  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Peppermint  Essence 
Sal  Volatile 
Sodium  Bicarbonate 

— 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment 

1 

Tincture  of  Quinine 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

70 

91 

161 

1 

— 

1 

Note:  (a)  One  sample  broken  in  transit. 
66 


In  addition  to  the  above  samples,  a sample  of  meat  paste  was  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  with  the  undernoted  result: 


Plate  Count 
B.  Coli 


Uncountable 

+ + + 


Following  receipt  ot  the  report,  the  manufacturer's  premises  were  visited,  when 
conditions,  generally,  were  found  to  be  good.  The  manufacturer  admitted  how- 
ever, that  he  had  run  short  of  his  combined  detergent/sterilent  just  prior  to  the 
day  on  which  the  sample  was  taken,  and  that,  as  a temporary  measure,  he  had 
washed  up  with  hot  water.  This,  no  doubt,  was  the  reason  for  the  sample 
failure.  r 


(ii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  Noil-Genuine  Samples: 

Action,  as  detailed  in  the  paragraph  dealing  with  the  Public  Health  (Preserva- 
tives, etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  formal  sample  of 
mince  which  the  Public  Analyist  reported  as  non-genuine. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  22: 

Notification  of  Cases  of  Food  Poisoning: 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-28: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  the  samples  taken  in  terms  of  the  above 
Regulations: 


Number  of  Samples 

Article  Sampled 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Mince  

8 



8 

Sausages  

5 

— 

5 

7 mince  and  5 sausage  samples  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as 
complying  with  the  statutory  requirements  of  the  Regulations  which  state  that 
mince  only  may  contain  preservative  to  the  extent  of  450  parts  per  million  of 
sulphur  dioxide  (S02)  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September 
subject  to  a declaration  of  the  presence  of  the  preservative. 

In  the  case  of  the  remaining  formal  sample  of  mince,  the  Analyst  reported  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  sample  contained  O' 0680%  of  sulphur  dioxide,  equal  to  680 
parts  per  million  by  weight,  in  contravention  of  the  above  Order. 

The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Procurator-Fiscal  and  on  7th  September  at  Jed- 
burgh Sheriff  Court  the  seller  was  found  guilty  and  fined  £5,  with  the  alternative 
of  30  days’  imprisonment. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956: 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953: 

No  contraventions  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Order  were  noted. 


Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914: 

Registration  of  Dairy  Premises: 

One  “ Vendo  ” milk  vending  machine  was  registered  in  terms  of  Section  7 of  the 
above  Act,  bringing  the  total  number  of  machines  in  operation  at  the  en  o 


year  to  2.  . 

5 Registered  producers  gave  up  dairying  for  various  reasons  and  the  automatic 
cancellation  of  their  registrations  had  the  efTect  of  reducing  the  num  ei  < p 
ducers  on  the  dairy  register  to  38,  the  lowest  number  for  at  least  yea  . 
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General  view  of  “ Dcsco  ” 400-gallon  glass-fibre  tank.  Note  ice-bank  control  which  allows  the  size  of  the  ice  bank  to  be 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951: 

Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  (Producers  and  Meat  Treatment): 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  terms  of 
Parts  II,  III  and  IV  ot  the  above  Order  and  includes  details  of  the  number  of 
designated  licences  held  at  51st  December.  1961,  on  which  date  all  licences  auto- 
matically lapsed,  having  been  held  for  the  five-year  period  1/1/56-31/12/61. 


Designation 

Licences 
held  at 
31/12/60 

New 
Licences 
granted 
in  1961 

Licences 

sus- 

pended 

Licences 

revoked 

No.  of 
1 icences 
discontinued 
for  other 
reasons 

Licences 
held  at 
31  /I2/6I 

Certified 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

40 

— 

— 

4 

36 

Pasteurised 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dealers'  Licences  to  use  Special  Designations: 

A number  of  changes  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  special  designated  licences 
issued  to  dealers,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  as  follows: 

(1)  Dealers'  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  “Certified”  9(a) 

(2)  Dealers'  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  “ Tuberculin 

Tested”  15 

(3)  Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  special  designation  “Pasteurised  8(a) 

(4)  Dealers’  supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 

“ Certified  ” 2 

(5)  Dealers'  supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  2 

(6)  Dealers'  supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 

“Pasteurised”  ....  ••••  ••••  * 

Note:  (a)  Includes  1 licence,  in  each  case,  in  respect  of  a milk  vending  machine. 


Inspection  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  and  Pasteurising  Depots: 

I.  Designated  Premises: 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  all  registered  dairy  premises  through- 
out the  year  and,  bearing  in  mind  the  new  5-year  licensing  period  which  com- 
mences on  1st  January,  1962,  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  necessity  tor 

repairing  or  replacing  defective  equipment.  . , , 

In  addition,  considerable  time  was  spent  on  discussions  with  the  lour  pro  uct.  s 
who  successfully  applied  to  be  included  in  the  Milk  Marketing  oar^  s 
Collection  Scheme  as  to  the  ways  in  which  their  premises  could  mos  rea  y 

converted  to  this  new  method  of  handling  milk. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  the  installation  of  a bulk  tonk 
the  adaptation  of  existing  dairy  premises  to  accommodate  it  to  : • . 

the  local  authority  and  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  involves  c ■ . u 

initial  capital  outlay  and  all  the  producers  concerned,  in  my  opi 

complimented  on  the  standards  attained.  j.ir„ 

As  may  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  photographs,  an  up-to-date  dairy  larm 

suitably  adapted  to  deal  with  the  change  over  from  ie  formed  at 

handling  milk  in  cans  is  far  removed  from  the  type  of  prem 
least  part  of  the  dairy  scene  some  20-  30  years  ago.  . . . . jt 

Inevitably,  of  course,  this  new  method  will  ...  .|  _ 

is  interesting  and  not  a little  disturbing  to  reflect  that  t ie  < . 
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Close-up  of  bridge  of  tank  showing  t he  electric  motor  which  drives  the  agitator  and  the  mercury  expansion  4"  diameter 


d0CS  n0t  T,'lh  °r  Ca,nno'  raise  caPjtaI  10  convert  his  premises  to 
bulk  milk  collection  may  well  be  numbered. 

The  technique  so  far  evolved  for  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  bulk  tanks 
and  bye  pipelines  had  to  be  assimilated  and  passed  on  to  the  producers  and  their 
dairy  staffs  I his  was  accomplished,  firstly,  by  discussions  and  demonstrations  and 
second  y by  supervising  the  complete  routine  as  practised  by  the  staffs  and  the 
ready  help  and  assistance  given  by  the  Edinburgh  and  East  of  Scotland  College  of 
Agriculture  in  this  connection  is  gratefully  acknowledged 


I ne  techniques,  once  learned,  are  fairly  simple  to  put  into  operation  They  are 
however,  quite  technical  in  their  application  and  it  is  essential  that  they  should  be 
understood  not  only  by  the  regular  but  also  by  substitute  staff. 


The  penalty  for  failing  to  properly  cleanse  and  sterilise  a bulk  tank  containing 
up  to  4 JO  gal'ons  of  milk  can  be  severe. 

It  is  essential,  also,  for  dairy  staff  working  with  bulk  tanks  to  pay  strict  attention 
to  the  cleanliness  of  all  other  equipment  used,  to  use  a strip  cup  at  every  milking 
and  to  attain  and  maintain  as  high  a general  standard  of  hygiene  as  possible  in 
the  dziry. 


The  use  of  a thermometer  and  graduated  measures,  including  even  a graduated 
tub,  will  help  to  ensure  that  the  correct  temperatures  are  being  reached  and  that 
the  approved  bactericidal  agent  is  being  added  to  the  hot  water  in  accordance  with 
the  manufacturer’s  instructions. 


2.  Non-Designated  Premises: 

There  are  no  non-designated  premises  in  the  county. 


3.  Pasteurising  Depots: 

Regular  monthly  inspections  of  both  pasteurising  plants  were  again  undertaken 
and  these,  it  is  suggested,  helped  to  maintain  the  generally  high  standards  attained 
throughout  the  year. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  both  plants  have  been  in  constant  operation 
for  a number  of  years  and,  inevitably,  the  cost  of  maintaining  them  in  efficient 
working  order  will  increase  from  year  to  year. 

At  one  of  the  depots  considerable  expenditure  is  envisaged  in  1962  and  no  doubt 
at  the  other  it  will  be  found  that  fairly  extensive  repairs  to  parts  of  the  plant  are 
also  necessary. 


4.  Milk  Shops: 

Limited  quantities  of  “ Certified,"  “ Tuberculin  Tested  " and  “ Pasteurised  ” milk 
are  retailed  from  shops  mostly  in  the  burghs. 

Generally,  the  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  sold  vary  with  the  quantity 
sold  and,  on  the  whole,  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 


5.  Milk  Bars: 

The  first  milk  bar  in  the  county,  operated  by  a “ 1 uberculin  Tested  producer, 
was  opened  early  in  the  year  and,  from  all  accounts,  the  venture  appears  to  have 
had  a fairly  successful  initial  season. 

The  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  “Tuberculin  I ested  milk  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  coffees,  teas  and  snacks. 


6.  “ Milk-in-Schools  ” Scheme: 

If  the  absence  of  complaints  is  any  criterion,  the  above  scheme  again  operated 
successfully. 


7.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme: 

A Department  of  Health  circular  issued  in  I960  intimated  that  ^he.S®cr®ta^ 
State  considered  the  operation  of  the  above  Scheme  no  longer  requiicc  ? * J?P 
of  a specific  grant.  He  decided,  therefore,  as  fr0P].ll^(jL^a^’  5 ' 
the  payment  of  grants  towards  the  salaries  of  the  Milk  Omcers. 

For  the  second  successive  year  no  notifications  in  terms  of  the  sl  leme  were 
received. 
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Milk  Sampling: 

(1)  Chemical  Analysis: 

22  milk  samples,  compared  with  29  last  year,  were  procured  for  chemical 
analysis.  Of  these,  all  but  3 were  sampled  informally. 

The  following  table  gives  the  sampling  results  in  greater  detail: 


Sample 

No. 

Formal/ 

Informal 

Res. 

% 

Fat 

0/ 

/ o 

S.N.F. 

0/ 

/o 

Ash 

% 

Remarks 

1 

Informal 

12  68 

4-02 

8-66 

0-72 

Genuine 

2 

13  04 

4-54 

8-50 

0-70 

3 

12-42 

3-75 

8-67 

0 72 

4 

12-96 

3-95 

9 01 

0-75 

5 

12-48 

3-73 

8-75 

0 73 

6 

11-80 

3-27 

8 53 

0 71 

7 

12-60 

3-80 

8-80 

0 73 

8 

12-65 

4 02 

8-63 

0-72 

Genuine  (Cert). 

9 

12-75 

4 11 

8-64 

0-72 

Genuine 

10 

12-52 

3-68 

8-84 

0-73 

99 

11 

13-20 

4-25 

8 95 

0 74 

y y 

12 

12-69 

3-99 

8-70 

0 72 

13 

12-67 

3-87 

8 80 

0-73 

y y 

14 

13-20 

4-33 

8 87 

0 74 

15 

12-68 

3 95 

8 73 

0-72 

9 y 

16 

13-26 

4-31 

8-95 

0-74 

99 

17 

13  08 

4-52 

8-56 

0 71 

99 

18 

12-57 

3-70 

8-87 

0 74 

99 

19 

13-25 

4-65 

8-60 

0-72 

9 ' 

20 

Formal 

13-29 

4-56 

8-73 

0 72 

»> 

21 

12-21 

3-66 

8 -55 

0 71 

9 9 

22 

M 

13-32 

4-05 

9-27 

0-77 

99 

Average  Fat  % =4  03 

Average  S.N.F.  %=8  76 


(2)  Bacteriological  Examination: 

(a)  Designated  Milk— Samples  taken  at  Producers’ Premises:  , 

Designated  milks  were  sampled  at  producers'  premises  by  the  Joint  Milk  Ollier. 
Details  of  all  samples  taken  arc  included  in  the  following  table,  which  also 
summarises  the  number  and  percentage  of  samples  failing  to  comp  y 
statutory  requirements  as  well  as  giving  the  number  of  producers  wtt 
sample  failures: 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  of  Produce 

rs  with 

Taken 

Failing 

7. 

Failing 

No 

Failures 

One 

Failure 

Two 

Failures 

Three 

Failures 

Four 
failures 
or  more 

Certified  

Tuberculin  Tested 

24 

(34) 

260 

(217) 

6 

(5) 

39 

(36) 

25  0 
(25-7) 
15  0 
(16  2) 

(— ) 
19 
(20) 

1 

0) 

12 

(9) 

'l1 

(7) 

(i 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

73 


74 


One  side  of  double-headed  byre  showing  section  of  “ Alfa 


Tuberculin 


Certified  Tested 

Average  number  of  samples  taken  per  producer  12  0 6-5 

(11-3)  (54) 

Number  of  producers  having  3 or  more  consecutive  failures  Nil  1 

Number  of  producers  having  4 or  more  consecutive  failures  Nil  Nil 

Note:  Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1960. 


The  above  information  confirms  the  observations  made  in  last  year’s  report  that 
there  remains  in  the  county  a “ hard  core”  of  producers  who,  as  discussions  with 
them  have  shown  all  too  clearly,  are  quite  capable  of  producing  milk  of  the  quality 
demanded  by  the  Special  Designations  Order,  but  who,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
themselves,  do  not  always  make  it  their  business  to  ensure  that  their  dairy  staffs 
apply  the  accepted  principles  and  techniques  of  clean  milk  production  at  each 
milking  session. 

It  is  imperative,  if  the  sampling  record  is  to  be  improved  to  more  accurately 
represent  the  efforts  of  the  large  majority  of  excellent  producers,  that  these  recal- 
citrants should,  at  all  times,  maintain  and  attain  the  proper  standards,  and  if  this 
cannot  be  accomplished  arbitrarily  there  are  adequate  provisions  in  the  Order  for 
dealing  legally  with  their  shortcomings. 


<b)  Designated  Milk — Samples  taken  at  Retail  Premises: 

2  samples  of  “ Certified  ” milk  were  obtained  from  retail  premises,  with  the 
underno,ed  results: 


(1)  Plate  Count 
B.  Coli 

(2)  Plate  Count 
B.  Coli 


Uncountable 

( ) 

3,450 
(-  + -) 


In  addition  to  the  above,  4 samples  of  double  cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  the  following  results: 


Sample  No.  Plate  Count  B.  Coli 

1 2,750  ( ) 

2 Spreading  Organisms  ( ) 

3 Uncountable  (+  + +) 

4 1 90.000  ( ) 


(3)  Pasteurised  Milk: 

In  view  of  the  efficiency  with  which  milk  has  been  heat-treated  at  most  pasteuris- 
ing plants  in  recent  years,  the  Secretary  of  State  suggested  to  local  authorities  that 
the  routine  sampling  of  milk  heat-treated  at  most  licensed  establishments  should 
be  limited  to  one  sample  a month  of  each  class  and  that  Pasteurised  and 
“Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)”  need  no  longer  be  considered  separate  classes 
of  milk  for  sampling  purposes. 

Details  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken  during  the  year  are  given  in  the 
undernoted  table: 

No.  of  No.  of  % ... 

samples  taken  samples  failing  samples  lading 

50  3 6 0 

Note:  (a)  This  is  the  lowest-ever  percentage  of  failures. 


(4)  School  Milk: 

Of  49  samples  of  ‘’Pasteurised"  milk  taken  from  the  2 creameries  supplying 
milk  to  schools  in  the  county  none  failed  to  comply  with  the  statutory  requiic 
ments.  This,  it  is  suggested,  reflects  most  creditably  on  the  firms  concerned 
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(5)  Cartons  sold  from  Vending  Machines: 

23  cartons  of  “Pasteurised”  milk  were  taken  from  the  2 vending  machines  in 
the  area  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  8 failed  to  comply  with 
the  statutory  requirements.  The  failures  were  mainly  due  to  a too  infrequent 
change-over  of  cartons,  a point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  persons  concerned 
with  filling  the  machines  was  drawn. 


(6)  Biological  Testing  of  Milk  for  Myco  Tuberculosis: 

These  tests  are  no  longer  carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine. 


(7)  Milk  Test — General: 

Once  again  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  record  the  prompt  and  expert  advice  tendered 
by  the  staff  of  the  Edinburgh  and  East  of  Scotland  College  of  Agriculture. 

General: 

Bulk  Collection  and  Transport  of  Milk: 

In  this  country,  prior  to  1954,  milk,  other  than  “ Certified,"  was  transported  from 
farms  in  cans,  mostly  of  10  gallons  capacity. 

In  the  above  year,  however,  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  inaugurated  a 
pilot  scheme  for  the  bulk  collection  and  transport  of  milk  and  this  comparatively 
new  technique  has  since  developed  to  the  extent  that,  by  the  end  of  1961,  accord- 
ing to  figures  published  in  one  of  the  Board’s  monthly  Bulletins,  738  farms  situated 
in  seventeen  of  the  twenty-two  counties  comprising  the  Board’s  area  had  installed 
bulk  tanks.  Milk  uplifted  by  road  tankers  from  these  tanks  during  1961  amounted 
to  almost  36,000,000  gallons  and  represented  18-26%  of  the  total  milk  sales 
through  the  Board. 

Four  producers,  whose  dairy  herds  between  them  produce,  annually,  some 
268,000  gallons  or  21%  of  all  milk  sold  in  this  area,  installed  bulk  tanks  early  in 
the  year  and,  the  inevitable  teething  troubles  apart,  all  seem  to  be  agreed  that  the 
change-over,  whilst  costly,  has  been  worthwhile. 

The  equipment  required  at  the  farm  consists  essentially  of  a thermally  insulated 
tank,  constructed  either  of  stainless  steel  or  fibre-glass,  and  a refrigerating  unit  of 
adequate  size. 

The  capacities  of  the  tanks,  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Board,  vary  between 
5§  and  400  gallons,  a tank  being  selected  with  a capacity  comparable  with  the 
anticipated  milk  yield  between  collections. 

A basic  essential  is  that  the  tank  should  be  capable  of  reducing  the  milk  it  con- 
tains to  40°F.  and  of  maintaining  it  at  that  temperature  until  it  is  transferred  to 
the  road  tanker.  This  is  done  by  connecting  a hose  from  the  tanker  to  the  outlet 
from  the  farm  tank. 

I he  electric  power  required  to  actuate  the  pump  is  obtained,  up  to  the  present, 
ny  plugging  a lead  from  the  road  tanker  into  the  farm  electrical  system.  Experi- 
ments are  proceeding,  however,  with  road  tankers  equipped  with  battery-operated 
.ancb. 1 , successful,  will  overcome  a difficulty  experienced  in  some  areas 
where  electrical  power  faults  occur  from  time  to  time. 

he  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  farm  tanks  and  ancillary  equipment  posed 
arh-,0-J'  i w , 1 ias  been  solved  by  a technique  known  as  chemical  sterilisation. 

is  involves  the  use  of  approved  bactericidal  agents  and  amendments  to  the  Milk 
and  Dairy  Byelaws  to  provide  for  this  were  approved  bv  the  Countv  Council  and 
confirmed  by  the  Department  of  Health 


Model  Dairy  Byelaws: 

shm  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  1958.  under  the  Chairman- 

under  C.R.E.,  F.R.S.E.,  to  prepare  new  Model  Dairy  Byelaws 

1961  L 1 anc^  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  submitted  their  report  in  June, 

fraImerM,f?hmittee  JOUn<J  tha?  existin8  legislation  did  not  permit  Byelaws  to  be 
framed  in  the  way  they  thought  necessary. 

annmnnn!„.„.rver’  Produce  a set  of  Model  Byelaws  which,  in  their  view,  arc 
appropriate  to  the  present  state  of  the  Dairy  Industry. 
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The  Byelaws  are  in  three  main  groups,  the  first  relating  to  all  dairies,  the  second 
to  the  production  of  milk  and  the  third  to  the  processing  of  milk. 

They  incorporate  numerous  changes  from  the  current  Byelaws,  the  main  recom- 
mendations being  summarised  as  follows: 

(1)  That  the  sterilisation  of  dairy  equipment  using  chemicals  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  be  permitted  without  delay  as  an  alternative  to 
steam  or  boiling  water; 

(2)  that  the  cooling  of  milk  on  farms  to  not  more  than  50°F.  should  be  made  a 
requirement  of  Byelaws  after  a reasonable  period  of  grace; 

(3)  that  disputes  arising  between  local  authorities  and  milk  producers  over  the 
interpretation  of  Byelaw  provisions  should  be  decided  by  the  Scottish  Land 
Court,  not  by  the  Sheriff  as  at  present; 

(4)  that  measures  should  be  introduced  to  ensure  that  the  construction,  mainten- 
ance and  cleansing  of  road  and  rail  tankers  will  be  such  as  adequately  pro- 
tect milk  from  contamination.  (The  Committee  did  not  consider  Local 
Byelaws  to  be  appropriate  for  controlling  these  matters.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  not  only  accepted  the  recommendation  on  chemical 
sterilisation  but  commended  it  to  all  local  authorities  for  their  early  attention.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  necessary  amendments  will  be  made  to  the  Council’s  Byelaws  in 
1962.  These  will  be  additional  to  the  amendments,  referred  to  earlier  in  the 
report,  to  provide  specifically  for  the  chemical  sterilisation  of  bulk  tanks. 


Bulk  Transport  of  Milk — Proposed  Provisions: 

The  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  make  an  Order  to  regulate  the  use,  construc- 
tion, maintenance  and  cleaning  of  milk  tankers,  and  representative  bodies  were 
given  the  opportunity  of  commenting  on  the  proposed  provisions  of  the  Order. 


ICE  CREAM: 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 

Registration  of  Premises  and  Vehicles: 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  terms  ot  the 
above  Regulations  and  gives  details  of  the  position  at  31st  December,  Ivo  . 

Premises  Vehicles 

Total  number  of  registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  I960  17 

Number  of  registrations  granted  during  year 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled  during  year 

Number  of  registrations  discontinued  during  year  for  other  _ 

reasons  

Total  number  of  registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1961  17 


Inspection  of  Premises  and  Vehicles:  , 

The  inspection  of  all  registered  premises  and  vehicles  was  earned  out  on  the 
same  basis,  more  or  less,  as  last  year.  , 

Once  again,  the  majority  of  manufacturers  appeared  to  we  come  c 
all  co-operated  most  willingly  and  fully  with  the  inspectors. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  of  both  premises  and  ve  ic  cs  was  tech- 

manufacturers  are  fully  aware  of  the  appropriate  c ea  S implemented  and 
niques.  Occasionally,  however,  these  techniques  arc  nc  HunoDointing. 

the  resultant  sample  failures  are,  in  consequence,  a c . ‘ 0line 

The  manufacturer  referred  to  in  last  years  report  as  YJ.'^imwcver.  followed 
record  did  not  get  off  to  a good  start  in  1 >61.  Frcq  c v ^ faj|urCj  on  his 

by  a letter  warning  him  of  the  serious  consequences  kec)  cfycct  on  the 

part,  to  comply  with  the  presumptive  standards  had  < ‘ 

quality  of  his  ice  cream. 
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Ice  Cream  Sampling: 

(1)  Chemical  Analysis: 

8 samples  of  ice  cream,  compared  with  1 1 last  year,  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  chemical  analysis,  with  the  following  results: 


Sample 

No. 

Fat  Content 

Total  Solids 

Result 

1 

6 2% 

34-8% 

Genuine 

2 

H-5% 

36-6% 

3 

5'5% 

39-8% 

4 

7-5% 

39-5% 

5 

6-6% 

39-5% 

6 

5-7% 

37-1% 

7 

8-4% 

26-1  % 

8 

9-4% 

30-7% 

>» 

Average  Fat  Content  = 7 • 6 % . 


(2)  Bacteriological  Examination: 

52  samples,  4 more  than  last  year,  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these,  30  or  57  7%  complied  with  the  presumptive  standard  of 
not  more  than  50,000  organisms  per  gram  and  no  coliform  bacteria  in  one- 
hundredth  of  a gram.  14  samples  (27  0%)  failed  on  one  or  other  of  the  above 
counts.  The  remainder  (15-3%)  failed  on  both  counts. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION: 
New  Legislation: 


The  Food  (Meat  Inspection)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1961: 

. . 7hf,  ab,ove.  Regulations  which  replace,  with  amendments,  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1932  and  1948,  and.  like  them,  apply  only  to 

^September  ^ S&  C ^ 11111713,1  consumPti°n,  came  wholly  into  operation  on 

The  Regulations  require  the  ante-mortem  inspection  of  animals  at  all  slaughter- 
houses, except  in  a few  specified  areas,  and  the  post-mortem  inspection  of  all  meat 
hey  also  Provide  for  meat  inspectors  possessing  a suitable  qualification  by 
1st  January,  1963  failing  which  the  Secretary  of  States  agreement  will  be  required 
tor  their  continued  employment  in  that  capacity. 

.mHlrt»lr'J1n,KeCtirn  ^dUti!f’  'n  ,accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Regulations,  were 
undertaken  by  the  department  s inspectors,  all  of  whom  are  suitably  qualified. 

- exnmt'^h^o'T-  du^  wasagain  ncccssaiT  to  ensure  100%  inspection  of 
expoit  sheep  and,  in  all.  219  hours  were  spent  on  this  work. 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered: 

J he  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  the  different  classes  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  Kelso  and  St  Boswells  slaughterhouses  during  the  year.  The  weights  of  con- 
emned  meat  and  ollal  are  also  given,  as  are  the  principal  diseases  causing  the 

L'niK  ('.mnalintK  • 
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Kelso: 


Classes 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Total 

Passed 

Seized 

Wholly 

Seized 

Partially 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1,393 

32,006 

676 

26 

336 

15 

19 

73 

27 

1,443 

32,415 

718 

Total 

34,080 

377 

119 

34,575 

List  of  diseases  involving  Total  or  Partial  Condemnation  of  Carcases: 


Disease 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Abscesses 

1 

4 

19 

13 

3 

2 

Actinobacillosis 

— 

3 

— 







Arthritis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Bruising 

2 

1 

33 

37 

— 

4 

Bulldog  Calf  and  Dropsy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcinoma 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dead  on  Arrival .. 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dropsy  

1 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

9 

— 

123 

— 

4 

— 

Fevered  Flesh 

— 

— 

50 

— 

3 

— 

Fractures 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Inflammation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jaundice 

2 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Johne’s  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Joint  III 

— 

— 

5 

7 

— 

1 

Odour 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peritonitis 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

5 

7 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

9 

4 

— 

— 

Septicaemia 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Septic  Pleurisy  ... 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Soft  Flesh 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Traumatic  Pericarditis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

16 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

26 

19 

336 

73 

15 

27 

Total 


■a 

<u 


23 


I 

35 

I 

3 


19 

3 

2 

42 

5 

2 


2 

8 

136 

53 


10 


1 

18 

I 

5 8 


7 

5 

9 

5 

21 

23 

4 

1 


7 

4 


2 17 

1 1 


377  119 


Total  Weight  of  Condemned  Carcases  = 22.752  lbs. 
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Condemned 

Partially 


Lisl  of  Diseases  involving  Condemnation  of  Organs  and/or  Ofial: 


Disease 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Liver 

Lungs 

Tongue 

Intestines 

Liver 

Lungs 

Tongue 

Intestines 

Liver 

Lungs 

Tongue 

Intestines 

Abscesses  

22 

4 

1 

— 

45 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Actinobacillosis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  

89 

— 

Cysts  

— 

1 

— 

— 

46 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Distomatosis 

37 

1 

— 

— 

270 

Fatty  Change 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Spot 

Parasites  

— 

— 

. 

— 

78 

218 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pericarditis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pleurisy  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

Stomach  Contents  . 

— 

26 

— 

— 

Total 

148 

32 

2 

— 

444 

267 

— 

— 

38 

12 

— 

— 

Total  Weight  of  Condemned  Organs  and/or  Offal  = 3,71 9 lbs. 


St  Boswells: 


Classes 

No.  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Total 

Passed 

Seized  Wholly 

Seized  Partially 

Cattle 

102 



1 

103 

Sheep 

291 

— 

— 

291 

Pigs 

51 

— 

— 

51 

Total 

444 

— 

1 

445 

Total  Weight  of  Condemned  Carcases  =28  lbs. 

Total  Weight  of  Condemned  Organs  and  or  Offal  =62  lbs. 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954: 

One  private  slaughterhouse  is  registered  in  terms  of  the  above  Act.  1 he  average 
weekly  throughput  was  the  same  as  last  year,  i.e.,  2 cattle  beasts  and  5 sheep,  and 
the  business  was  again  conducted  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

Although  further  discussions  regarding  the  erection  of  a new  slaughterhouse  in 
the  area  took  place  during  the  year,  no  specific  proposals  had  been  submitted  by 
the  end  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928-54: 

Applications  for  Slaughterers'  Licences: 

No  applications  for  licences  were  received. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Scotland)  Regulations.  1954-58: 

It  was  noted  during  the  regular  visits  made  to  the  private  slaughterhouse  at  St 
Boswells  that  the  terms  of  the  above  Regulations  were  being  complied  with. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950: 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957: 

The  number  of  premises  in  which  plants  are  operated  was  reduced  from  17  to  13 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  each  of  the  premises,  and,  in  no  case,  were  con- 
traventions of  the  Order  observed. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938: 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  The  Department  of  Agriculture  again 
intimated  that  he  had  investigated  a number  of  reported  outbreaks  of  anthrax, 
none  of  which  were  subsequently  confirmed. 


PART  V— ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 
Infectious  Diseases: 

3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  investigated.  Reports  were  subsequently  submitted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Terminal  disinfection  was  not,  however,  carried 
out  as,  in  each  case,  appropriate  measures  were  found  to  have  been  undertaken  by 
the  occupants  of  the  houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  landward  area  of  the  county. 

Burial  Grounds 

The  digging  of  graves  and  the  general  maintenance  of  cemeteries  in  the  parishes 
of  Castleton  and  Yetholm  are  included  in  the  duties  of  the  full-time  special  dis- 
tricts officers  appointed  in  Newcastleton  and  Town  Yetholm  villages.  These 
officers,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  carried  out  their  work  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

Grave  digging  and  grass  cutting  duties  in  the  remaining  cemeteries  are  under- 
taken by  two  mobile  burial  ground  squads. 


Public  Health  (Scotland)  Acf,  1897: 

Offensive  Trades: 

At  no  time  during  the  year  did  the  conduct  of  either  the  private  slaughterhouse 
at  St  Boswells  or  the  skinworks  at  Newtown  St  Boswells  give  cause  for  complaint. 


Nuisances: 

Several  nuisance  conditions  of  a minor  nature  were  reported  in  the  course  ol 
(he  year.  All  were  investigated  and  eventually  abated  without  having  to  go  througi 

the  statutory  procedure.  . , . 

In  addition,  two  requests  were  received  from  householders  for  advice  and  assist- 
ance in  dealing  with  infestations  of  insect  pests.  The  insects  were  identi  e as  ie 
human  flea  (Pulex  lrritans)  and  the  Australian  Spider  Beetle  (I  tinus  lec  us  a t 
after  surveying  both  premises  it  was  decided,  in  each  case,  to  spray  wi 
approved  insecticide,  a means  of  control  which  proved  to  be  <'ntlrc|y  ® CCt-u?'  mn- 
A complaint  was  received  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1 • • . 

cerned  an  hotel  in  a village  which  ran  regular  late  night  dances,  ie  c P 

alleging  (a)  that  crates  of  empty  bottles  were  being  carried  from  . > 

night  and  placed  in  the  back  court  immediately  outside  her  bedroom  ’ . 

(b)  that  in  addition  to  this  the  “noise”  from  the  band  was  keeping  her  awake. 
Both  complaints  were  referred  to  the  hotelier,  who  immediate  y < 

tive  store  for  his  crates.  The  “drowning  of  the  band  noises  mm’nhinant 

to  be  a little  more  difficult,  although  an  attempt  was  made  to  help  the  compjaman 
by  keeping  the  ballroom  windows  closed  as  much  as  possi  e iuc 

stable  also  agreed  to  keep  the  premises  under  surveillance,  an  • j 

to  his  efforts  rather  than  to  the  action  taken  by  this  department,  that,  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  no  further  complaints  had  been  received.  , , >.een  ;n  a 

A County  Council  house  which  the  tenant,  a widow,  was  j-  wcrc 

clean  and  tidy  condition  was  visited  on  a number  of  occa  i 
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beneficial  in  so  far  as  they  probably  kept  the  tenant  from  completely  neglecting 
her  household  duties.  It  is  unlikely,  however,  that  the  house  will  ever  be  really 
properly  maintained. 


Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892: 

The  proprietors  of  four  separate  houses,  the  condition  of  each  of  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  such  as  to  cause  a potential  danger  to  passers-by,  were  requested,  in 
terms  of  Section  191  of  the  above  Act,  to  take  steps  either  to  have  their  properties 
rendered  safe  or,  alternatively,  demolished.  In  two  instances  the  necessary 
remedial  measures  were  put  in  hand  almost  immediately.  In  the  third  case  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  property  should  be  demolished  has  not  \et  been 
decided,  whilst,  in  the  remaining  case,  the  owner,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  had  still 
not  been  traced. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949: 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  statement  which  the  local  authority  is  required  to 
forward  annually  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland: 


I.  Staff  employed  In  carrying  out  Local  Authority  functions  under  the  Act: 


(a)  Administrative: 


(b)  Survey: 


(c)  Operational: 


The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  responsible  for 
administering  the  service  and  for  supervising  the  work  of 
the  operative  since  16th  May,  1957. 

Regular  surveys  are  carried  out  by  the  rat  catcher,  who 
calls  upon  a member  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector's 
staff  for  assistance  when  necessary. 

One. 


2.  Measures  taken  for  the  Discovery,  Prevention  and  Control  of  Rats  and  Mice: 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  are  carried  out  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  and  particular  attention  is  paid  to  ascertain  whether 
premises  are  infested,  ratproofed,  etc. 

Regular  surveys  of  farms  are  carried  out  and  infestations  reported  to  the  farmers 
concerned.  The  services  of  the  county  rat  catcher  are  available  to  those  desirous 
of  the  Council’s  eradication  service. 

In  all  cases  advice  is  given  regarding  the  methods  of  control  of  rats  and  mice. 


3.  Measures  taken  regarding  properties  specially  liable  to  infestation: 

Special  attention  is  given  to  refuse  depots,  slaughterhouses  and  other  premises 
which  are  known  to  attract  rats. 


4.  Action  (if  any)  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to 
Shipping)  Order,  1951: 

Nil. 


5.  General: 
Nil. 
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6. 


Type 

of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agri- 

cultural 

Properties 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  L.A.  dur- 
ing 1961 : 

(a)  As  a result  of  notification 

(b)  Otherwise 

26 

20 

177 

30 

24 

399 

15 

188 

242 

637 

l 

Total  .... 

46 

207 

423 

203 

879 

Number  of  above  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 
rats  or  mice 

44 

154 

29 

41 

268 

Number  of  above  infested 
properties  satisfactorily 
cleared : 

(a)  By  the  L.A 

44 

148 

24 

16 

232 

(b)  Otherwise 

— 

6 

3 

25 

34 

Total 

44 

154 

27 

41 

266 

Number  of  Notices  served 
under  Section  4: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  L.A.  following  issue  of 
notice  under  Section  4 .... 

Number  of  Notices  issued 
under  Section  6(2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  at  Part  6 of  the  statement  that  the  local  authority 
properties,  dwelling-houses  and  agricultural  properties  inspected  as  a result  of 
notification  or  otherwise  numbered  46,  207  and  203  respectively.  These  figures 
compare  with  25,  171  and  340  inspections  of  these  categories  of  property  in  1960. 

The  total  numbers  of  all  properties  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  or  mice  was  268, 
compared  with  236  last  year.  It  is  a little  difficult  to  account  for  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  infestations.  This  may  possibly  be  due,  however,  to  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  people  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  effectiveness  of  Warfarin  is  on  the 
decline  and  have  either  discontinued  its  use  or  are  not  baiting  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  obtain  a good  “ kill.” 


Cost  of  Service: 

It  was  agreed  that  the  owners  and/or  tenants  of  private  properties  in  the  various 
burghs  in  Roxburghshire  should  be  charged  for  the  service  of  the  rat  catcher  at  the 
rate  currently  applying  in  the  landward  area,  i.e.,  9/8d  per  hour.  It  was  further 
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agreed  that  no  charge  should  be  made  for  the  services  rendered  to  the  tenants  of 

COtheitotal0anrnual  cost  of  the  service  was  £730  15s  3d,  whilst  the  income  amounted 
to  £93  11s  Id. 

Survey  of  Grain  Stacks,  1961  and  1962: 

The  local  authority  co-operated  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  the  above 
national  survey  which  it  is  hoped  will  produce  valuable  information  on  trends  in 
ruml  rat  and  mouse  populations,  by  furnishing  reports  on  25  selected  grain  stacks, 
all  of  which  were  inspected  during  the  1961  threshing  season. 

Similar  reports  will  be  submitted  in  1962. 

The  undernoted  statistics,  taken  from  the  Department's  interim  reports  are  based 
on  348  returns  from  34  local  authorities,  and  in  submitting  them  the  Department 
has  emphasised  that,  as  the  figures  for  one  year  are  of  limited  significance,  little 
comment  on  the  results  is  made.  The  Department  hope  however,  to  make  a 
detailed  analysis  of  the  results  when  the  1962  survey  is  completed. 

One  outstanding  feature  of  the  results  of  the  1961  survey  is  the  low  level  of 
mouse  infestation  which  was  found  to  be  general  throughout  the  country. 


STACK  SURVEY, 
Results 

Percentage  of  stacks  infested  with  mice: 

All  stacks 
Oats 
Wheat 
Barley 
Mixed  Grain 


1960-61 


75  0% 
75-2% 
66-7% 
90-9% 
100-0% 


(261/348) 
(210279) 
(34/51) 
(10/11) 
(7/7) , 


Percentage  of  stacks  with  less  than  50  mice: 

All  stacks 
Oats 
Wheat 
Barley 
Mixed  Grain 


64- 9% 

65- 2% 
58-8% 
90-9% 
71-4% 


(226/348) 

(182/279) 

(30/51) 

(10/11) 

(5/7) 


Percentage  of  stacks  with  50-100  mice: 
All  stacks 
Oats 
Wheat 
Barley 
Mixdd  Grain 


6-9% 

6-5% 

9-8% 

Nil 

14-3% 


(24/348) 

(18/279) 

(5/51) 

(0/11) 

(1/7) 


Percentage  of  stacks  with  more  than  100  mice: 

All  stacks 
Oats 
Wheat 
Barley 

Mixed  Grain 


•J.T  0 

J — 0 

3-6% 

Nil 

Nil 

14-3% 


(11/348) 

(10/279) 

(0/51) 

(0/11) 

G/7) 


Percentage  of  stacks  infested  with  rats: 

All  stacks 

Oats  

Wheat 
Barley 
Mixed  Grain 


44-3% 

41- 6% 
54-9% 
63  0% 

42- 9% 


(154/348) 

(116/279) 

(28/51) 

(7/1D 

(3/7) 
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6. 


Percentage  of  stacks  with  more  than  20  rats: 


All  stacks 
Oats 
Wheat 
Barley 

Mixed  Grain 


4'3/a  (15/348) 

2'8%  (8/279) 

118%  (0/51) 

Nil  (0/11) 

14-3  % (0/7) 


7.  Percentage  of  stacks  containing  stoats  or  weasels: 
All  Stacks 


5-7%  (20/348) 


8.  Comparison  of  infestation  in  stackyard  and  field: 

Percentage  of  stacks  infested  with  mice — in  stackyard,  79-2%  (179,226);  in 
field.  67-2%  (82/122). 

Percentage  of  stacks  infested  with  rats — in  stackyard,  47-3%  (107/226);  in 
field.  38-5%  (47/122). 


PART  VI— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956: 

No  contraventions  of  any  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Act  were  noted. 


PART  VII— WORK  PREMISES 

Factories  and  Workshops: 

Factories  Act,  1937-59: 

There  were  88  factories  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  of  which  79  were 
mechanical  and  9 were  non-mechanical.  The  majority  are  small,  even  one-man 
businesses,  and  in  the  main  are  allied  to  the  agricultural  industry.  Specific  details 
are  given  in  the  following  table: 

Agricultural  Engineers  1* 

Bakers 

Blacksmiths 

Builders  ■•••  *7 

Coachbuilders 

Fencers  

Hide  Trimmers 

Hosiery  Finishing  ?7 

Joiners  77 

Motor  Repairers  . 

Plumbers 

Poultry  Slaughterers  ^ 

Sausage  Makers  x 

Sawmillcrs  . 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Slaughterers 
Tweed  Millers 

Total  88 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  undernoted  copy  of  the  report  which  is  under 

forwarded  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  on  the  administration  « and 

Parts  I and  VIII  of  the  Act,  every  factory  was  inspected  “ ^ o > 7 ^ 
11  defects,  all  pertaining  to  sanitary  conveniences,  were  noleu.  v/ 
been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors): 

Pari  1 

provision 

as  to  health  (including  inspections  ' 

Premises 

No. 

on 

Inspec- 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

9 

9 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

79 

79 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

1 

1 

Total  

89 

89 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  S.  1 











Overcrowding  S.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
S.3 

Eiadequate  ventilation  S.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  S.6 

Sanitary  Conveniences  S-7 
(a)  Insufficient 

5 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

5 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

Total 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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I*;irl  2— Outwork 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 
Wearing  Apparel 


No.  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Section  110(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council 

No.  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists 

No.  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions 


Making, 

Cleaning 

and 

etc. 

washing 

16 

— 

— 

— 

part  vm 

1.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stull's  Act,  1926: 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1960: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  the  1 formal  and  7 informal  fertiliser 
samples  taken  during  the  year.  Also  included  are  excerpts  from  the  Public 
Analyst's  reports: 


No.  Fertiliser 

1 Garden  Manure 

2 Garden  Manure 

3 Garden  Manure 

4 Bone  Meal 

5 Bone  Meal 

6 Sulphate  of  Potash 

7 Superphosphate 

8 Sulphate  of  Ammonia 


Formal  /Informal 

Sample  Public  Analyst's  Report 

Informal  Low  in  nitrogen. 

„ Low  in  nitrogen  and  soluble 

Phosphoric  acid. 

Formal  Low  in  nitrogen. 

Informal  Low  in  nitrogen. 

„ Low  in  nitrogen. 

„ Complies  with  statutory  require- 

requirements. 

„ Complies  with  statutory  requi re- 

requirements. 

Complies  with  statutory  require- 
requirements. 


The  unsatisfactory  samples  ( 1 to  5 above)  were  all  taken  from  the  same  supplier. 
Samples  Nos.  1 and  4 were  procured  early  in  March  and,  on  receipt  of  the  Public 
Analyst’s  adverse  reports,  the  premises  were  revisited.  On  this  occasion,  when  the 
Sampling  Officer  examined  the  label  on  the  consignment  of  Bone  Meal  Pro" 
duccd  for  him  to  sample  informally,  he  noticed  it  was,  in  fact,  labelled  Steamed 
Bone  Meal.”  He  nevertheless  took  the  appropriate  sample  (No.  5 above)  together 
with  a further  informal  sample  of  “ Garden  Manure  ” (No.  2 above)  which  is  com- 
pounded from  “ Bone  Meal.”  At  the  same  time  he  advised  the  I ublic  Analyst  o 
his  findings.  The  latter  official,  in  reporting  adversely  on  both  samples,, stated  that 
a low  nitrogen  content  was  a characteristic  of  “Steamed  Bone  Meal,  wnc  , 
the  name  implies,  is  “ Bone  Meal  ” steamed  to  extract  its  glycerine  conten 

The  firm  was  asked,  in  the  light  of  the  Analyst’s  report,  to  remove  the  Steamer 
Bone  Meal”  and  “Garden  Manure"  from  stock,  and  this  they  readily  agreed  to 
do.  Unfortunately,  however,  they  had  not  done  so  when  the  formal  samp  e 
above)  was  taken. 

The  matter,  therefore,  was  reported  to  the  County  Council  and  a formal  letter  ot 
warning  sent  to  the  firm.  Almost  immediately  thereafter  the  unsa  is 
was  returned  to  the  manufacturers  for  re-milling. 
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The  Rag  Flock  and  Ollier  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  1961: 

These  Regulations,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1961,  prescribe: 

(a)  Used  wood  wool  as  filling  material  to  which  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 
Materials  Regulations,  1 951 , applies; 

(b)  standards  of  cleanliness  for  each  kind  of  filling  material  to  which  the  Act 
applies; 

(c)  analysts  for  the  purposes  of  tests  under  the  Act,  the  fees  w'hich  may  be 
charged  by  any  analyst  making  such  a test,  and  the  form  in  which  a certificate 
of  the  results  is  to  be  given; 

(d)  the  form  in  which  records  are  to  be  kept  of  occupiers  of  premises  registered 
under  the  Act  for  the  use  of  filling  materials,  or  licensed  for  the  manufacture 
or  storage  of  rag  flock,  the  manner  in  which  the  records  are  to  be  kept  and 
the  information  which  is  to  be  recorded. 


The  Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956: 

Time  was  not  available  to  survey  all  farms  in  the  area  with  a view  to  ascertain-  ] 
ing  the  position  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  nor  were  any  formal  notices  served. 

The  opportunity  was  taken,  however,  when  approving  new'  agricultural  works, 
to  ask  for  adequate  W.C.  accommodation  and  wash-hand  basins  to  be  provided, 
and  this  policy  was  successful  in  the  case  of  a new  dairy-  which  was  built  to 
accommodate  a bulk  milk  tank  and  a new  farm  steading. 


